
ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY ONTARIO 
PORT HOPE BRANCH 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Date:	 	 September 4th, 2025 
Place:	 	 Caretaker’s Cottage 
Time:	 	 7:00 p.m. 
Present:	 Katherine McHarg, Susan Layard, Tom Cruickshank, Brenda Willows, Brian Buttery, Malcolm Pike, 

Jenny Wadds, Greg Cooper, Lydia Bell-Gradon. 
Regrets:	 Tom Cruickshank 
Guests:	 Patsy Beeson, Susan Carmichael 

CALL TO ORDER:   7:00p.m. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  Susan Layard  

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  none 

AGENDA: 
MOTION:	 to approve agenda 
	 (Lydia/Greg)	 	 	 	 	 CARRIED 

MINUTES: 
MOTION:	 to approve minutes of July 3rd, 2025 
	 (Malcolm/Brenda)	 	 	 	 CARRIED 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:  none. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
• Several pieces following the Summer Social, which were were overwhelmingly positive.  Many thanks to 

the hosts and committee. 

CHAIRS’ REPORT: Susan Layard 
• Summer Social was well received.  New food format was appreciated 
• Walking tours restarted last Saturday.  19 attended this successful tour 
• Upcoming heritage events in Port Hope 

o Bruce Bowden’s book launch on September 27th, 2025 at St.Mark’s Parish Hall 
o PHHF House Tour on October 4th, 2025 

• Holiday party location is being narrowed down. Details to follow 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Brenda Willows 
• See report attached 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• ADVOCACY:  Susan Layard 
Highlights include: 

• Carlyle Condo project: Public meeting occurred, and many expressed concern about the 5-story height. 
This deviates from the recommendations because it is 2 stories higher than the designated building next 
door and 1 story higher than allowed for the heritage districts. ACO sent a letter to the Municipality and 



Heritage Port Hope to express these concerns. The owner will need to request a heritage permit for this 
proposal 

• File Factory: for sale for $1. The fire remains have now been cleaned up.  
• 65 Ward Street: By-law enforcement officer inspected the building by drone and found no external 

evidence that there is damage on the inside so they cannot apply for a warrant to check the inside.  
Awaiting more information.  

• Barn study:  continues well with many barns catalogued so far. 

• AUCTION COMMITTEE:  Brian Buttery 
• Auction Committee continues to receive donations for the November 9th event. 
• Poster will be in the newsletter 
• There will be a good number of tag sale items for this event. 

• NEWSLETTER:  Patsy Beeson 
• Deadline for submissions to next issue: September 5th with plan to get it out by September 12th. 
• Bus tour date will be April 29, 2026 and destination will be Campbellford 

• EDUCATION:  Katherine McHarg  
• Met on June 19th at Tom C’s as reported in the last minutes 
• Will now be producing a 2-sided post card to be distributed by realtors, along with PHHS swag bags, etc. 
• Walking tours: Strong start this fall with help from social media posts.  
• Marnie is working on “taverns and churches” aka Saints and Sinners 
• TCS partnership for Week Without Walls is tentatively scheduled for later this Fall  
• Local lecture and event: Bruce Bowden/Nigel Dixon Sat Sept 27 book launch event with free admission.   
• Exploring with Albert Schultz the use of the Blou Room (capacity approximately 66) as a possible venue 
• Potential other book launch partnerships in the works.  

 This  
• GRANTS COMMITTEE:  Susan Carmichael  

• Ryan and Jeff Scott, Butternut Inn – 20 window heritage reproductions. Grant: $30, 000 for heritage 
replacement windows including installation/hst pending approval of HPH. 

• Motion to approve the grant of $30,000: (Susan/Lydia) 	 CARRIED 
• Building owners of Quinlan Block on Walton Street to update windows for several buildings 

simultaneously.  In consideration for grant application in 2027. 

• Marketing/Communications: Katherine on behalf of Laura 
•  Excellent immediate response from recent eBlast 

• MEMBERSHIPS:   Lydia Bell-Gradon 
• Currently 520 members 

OTHER BUSINESS: None 

MEETING CONCLUDED:  8:00 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday October 2, 2025 
 


