
ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY ONTARIO 
PORT HOPE BRANCH 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

Place:	 	 Caretaker’s Cottage 
Time:	 	 July 3rd, 2025, 7:00 p.m. 
Present:	 Katherine McHarg, Susan Layard, Tom Cruickshank, Brenda Willows, Brian Buttery, Malcolm Pike, 

Jenny Wadds (by phone) 

Regrets:	 Lydia Bell-Gradon, Greg Cooper 

Guests:	 Patsy Beeson 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:58 p.m. 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  Susan Layard  

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  none 

AGENDA: 
MOTION:	 to approve agenda with changes 
	 (Tom/Malcolm)	 	 	 	 CARRIED 

MINUTES: 
MOTION:	 to approve minutes of June 5th, 2025 
	 (Malcolm/Tom)	 	 	 	 CARRIED 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES:  none. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
• Two letters were received, one from Robert Fishlock and the other from Alexandra Kucharczykl. Both were 

in regard to ACO Port Hope’s stand on the proposed condominium development on the designated Carlyle 
Hotel property. 

CHAIRS’ REPORT: Susan Layard 
• The June 14 PHHF Garden Tour was very successful 
• A proposal for a new condominium development to the rear of the Carlyle Hotel was discussed at a public 

meeting on June 24. Architect Reno Piccini presented plans for a 5-storey building, which was met with 
criticism regarding its scale and height. An independent heritage consultant concurred that the plan as 
presented did not meet guidelines as outlined in the heritage conservation district plan. 

• The future of the old hospital on Ward Street is still undecided. Concern was raised that Southbridge began 
to demolish a damaged cornice piece without receiving a heritage permit. This was reported to the 
Municipality, and a stop-work order was issued. 

• Susan and Katherine attended the on-line AGM of ACOntario. The Chair reported that the Re-Imagining 
ACO Steering Committee is working very hard to resolve the difficulties the Provincial Office is facing. 

• The Education committee is working on a final draft of its “welcome” package for heritage property 
owners. 

• Plans for the revamped Summer Social are well under way under leadership of co-chairs Shirley Richardson 
and Darlene King. So far, 130 guests are booked.  



TREASURER’S REPORT:  Brenda Willows 
• Brenda presented the Statement of Income and Expenses for the period January 1 to June 30, 2025 with 

comparative figures for 2024. Income was $37,107; Expenses were $9726; Bank Balance is $138,775 and 
Investments are $204,229. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• ADVOCACY:  Susan Layard 
Highlights include: 

• A detailed response was submitted to the Municipality regarding the proposed condominium development 
adjacent to the Carlyle Hotel, outlining how the project deviates from the heritage district guidelines, 
particularly with regard to height and scale, and asking the Municipality not to approve the project as it 
currently stands. 

• Greg Cooper could not attend this evening, but he sent us a report stating that he had checked the court 
file for 65 Ward Street and had found no legal records indicating that it was pursuing any further provincial 
court action against the Municipality. It is unknown when or if the OLT case will resume. 

• AUCTION COMMITTEE:  Brian Buttery 
• Auction Committee continues to receive inquiries about and donations for the November 9th event. 

• NEWSLETTER:  Patsy Beeson 
• Deadline for submissions to next issue will be September 5th. 

• EDUCATION:  Katherine McHarg  
 Topics discussed at the June meeting included: 

• A critique of the Walking Tours which have raised almost $1000 thus far 
• A possible “Train Tea” event to coincide with the Model Train hobbyists’ weekend in the Fall 
• The final draft of the Welcome Package for new heritage property owners 
• Albert Schultz’s proposal to host ACO speaker series in the Blue Room.  Details to be determined. 
• An approach by Mary Shaw-Rimmington regarding possible speaker Richard Rhodes regarding his book 

Stone - Ancient Craft to Modern Mastery 
• The proposed book launch of The Ontario Cottage: Perfect of its Kind by Dan Schneider and Lynne 

DiStefano as a joint venture with Furby’s Books to be held on November 1 

• GRANTS COMMITTEE:  No Report. 

• MEMBERSHIPS:  Jenny from Lydia Bell-Gradon 
• Currently 512 members 

OTHER BUSINESS: None 

MEETING CONCLUDED:  8:01 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday September 4, 2025 

Minutes recorded by Tom Cruickshank  


