ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY ONTARIO
PORT HOPE BRANCH
MINUTES OF MEETING

Place: Caretaker’s Cottage
Time: June 5, 2025, 7:00 p.m.
Present: Katherine McHarg, Susan Layard, Lydia Bell-Gradon, Tom Cruickshank, Brenda Willows,

Brian Buttery, Greg Cooper, Malcolm Pike
Regrets: Jenny Wadds
Guests: Patsy Beeson, regrets Susan Carmichael
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Katherine McHarg

DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST: none

AGENDA:
MOTION: to approve agenda with changes
(Lydia/Brian) CARRIED
MINUTES:
MOTION: to approve minutes of May 1, 2025
(Brian/Malcolm) CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES: none.

CORRESPONDENCE:
* Letter of thanks from Port Hope Public Library for ACO Port Hope’s support
*  Proposal from Furby Books regarding book launch

CHAIRS’ REPORT: Katherine McHarg
* Reported on several items included in committee reports below
* Reworked ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document for new heritage property owner welcome
package
* Customized Canadian Nautical walking tour held in May

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

TREASURER’S REPORT: Brenda Willows
*  Financial reports regarding Auction and Bus Tour submitted by email. Net profit of $14,850 from
Auction and $597 from Bus Tour
* ACO Provincial Office’s external auditor on site May 28, 2025 to audit 2024 books. Auditor was
satisfied with documentation. Treasurer is following up with respective committees regarding
his comments



ADVOCACY: Susan Layard
Highlights include:
* Detailed letter sent to Cobourg Council in support of designation of Brookside. Designation
approved by Cobourg Council
* Letters sent to Environmental Registry regarding Bill 5
* Letter sent to new owners of Wildwood with introduction to ACO Port Hope including offer of
information about the property.

AUCTION COMMITTEE: Brian Buttery
* Received collection of antiques for next auction.
* Three or four significant donations received since the April auction.

NEWSLETTER: Patsy Beeson
* May issue distributed on June 4th,
* Deadline for submissions to next issue will be early September.

EDUCATION: Katherine McHarg
Highlights include:
* May 9th meeting included updating the “All About ACO” document for new heritage property
owners.
* Next meeting in August
* Trinity College students will re-start digitizing project in fall. Work continues to organize and
label digitized material.
* Albert Schultz submitted proposal to host speaker series in Blue Room. Details to be
determined.
* Approached by Mary Shaw-Rimmington regarding possible speaker Richard Rhodes regarding his
book Stone - Ancient Craft to Modern Mastery
* Furby Books proposed book launch of Ontario Cottage: Perfect of its Kind by Dan Schneider as a
joint event. Details to be determined
* Discussed plans for future lecture series and possible speakers.

GRANTS COMMITTEE: Susan Carmichael via Email
* Committee met on May 30 to strategize on contacting owners of several Port Hope main street
buildings under stress to discuss restoration options.

MEMBERSHIPS: Lydia Bell-Gradon
*  Currently 509 members

OTHER BUSINESS: none

MEETING CONCLUDED: 7:43 p.m.
NEXT MEETING: Thursday July 3, 2025
Minutes recorded by Brenda Willows
Reports sent:

Auction and Bus Tour Reports
Grant Committee Report



