
ARCHITECTURAL CONSERVANCY ONTARIO 
PORT HOPE BRANCH 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
  

Place:   ZOOM 
Time:  Thursday, February 3, 2022 7p.m. 
Present:           Bruce Bowden, Anna Gray, Ian MacKay, Katherine McHarg, Brenda Willows, Bill Bickle, Susan 

Layard, Laura Antonik, Lydia Svenningson and Susan Carmichael 
 

Regrets: Phil Carter 
 

 Guests:  Phil Goldsmith, Marie Jones, Hugh Parker   
  

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 p.m.  
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None 

 
AGENDA:  
MOTION:  to Approve Agenda  

  (Brenda, Ian)     CARRIED 
 
MINUTES:  

 MOTION:  to Approve Minutes of January 6, 2022 
   (Bill, Anna)    CARRIED 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: None 
 

CHAIR’S REPORT:  Bruce Bowden 

• per Chair’s Report distributed by email prior to meeting  
o Highlights – received funds from ACOntario for 2020 -2021 memberships 
o 65 Ward request for bylaw changes expected at council meeting of Feb 21, many letters sent to 

Council from ACO members 

• Bruce proposed that ACO conduct a recording of the inside of 85 Walton St. It was agreed that Bruce 
approach HopeTowns Community Ventures about this project. 

• HopeTowns has received their charitable status and ACO should complete their obligation of providing 
$200,000 in restoration support. 

MOTION: That ACO Port Hope request the COO of ACOntario to initiate any steps with us that are needed for the Port 
Hope chapter to transmit to HopeTowns Community Ventures (HCV) immediate financial support for the restoration of 
the Opera House building at 85 Walton St., Port Hope, up to an amount of $200,000. The remittance of the funds to HCV 
shall stipulate that the funds are to be used for historical restoration of the Opera House only, and that ACO Port Hope 
shall be publicly and prominently given credit for this important contribution. 
 (Bruce/Ian)    CARRIED 

 
ACTING TREASURER’S REPORT: Brenda Willows 

• Report and Draft Financial statements sent via email 

• Bank Balance $68,190 

• Includes completion of sale of Opera House for $425,000 with a deposit of $10,000 received in 2020 

• Obligation of $200,000 to HopeTowns will be added to the Notes 

• Received $4403 from ACOntario for memberships/donations paid by credit card less the levies 

• The Board agreed with the Financial Statements as presented and will be posted on website 
 



 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

• COMMUNICATIONS/MARKETING: Bill Bickle 
o Report distributed via email 
o Highlights include Website development methodology 
o Review of print materials 
o Annual meeting content 
o Eblast of Annual meeting and ACO Matters 
o Partnering strategies both for internal and external 

 

• Governance – Ian MacKay 
o Annual Meeting – Feb 24, 2022 at 7 pm on ZOOM 

▪ Speakers will be John Hillier – Landscape Architect – He has contributed to design of Toronto’s 
Waterfront and the Evergreen Brickworks 

▪ Mayor Bob Sanderson and Director of Parks and Recreation – Julia Snoek will speak on the plan 
for Waterfront and River Walk Renewal 

▪ Business part of the meeting and Awards will follow speakers 
▪ Working on ZOOM platform for the meeting 

 

• HPH – Marie Jones 
o 65 Ward St. – HPH received reports from Southbridge and LeTourneau – It has been recommended 

building will proceed as planned and all buildings on property to be demolished even those that had 
been offered to be relocated. HPH voted to deny demolition.  Expected to go before Council on Feb 15, 
2022 

o Listings – HPH was hoping to submit all listings as a group but LeTourneau has suggested blocks of 20 
should be presented. First 20 to be determined at next meeting. 

o Heritage Planner approved in Town budget 
  
 

• OTHER BUSINESS – Bruce thanked Anna and Hugh for their contribution on the ACO Board.  Anna headed 
the Membership activities including liaising with ACOntario and Hugh as Treasurer and fountain of 
knowledge in Governance. Both will be missed. 

 
MEETING CONCLUDED: 8:45 pm 

 
NEXT MEETING: Thursday March 3, 2022 
 
Minutes recorded by Susan Carmichael 


