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Chair’s Report

This is my final chair’s report in ACO Matters. Patsy will 
be relieved to give up her ever-cheerful role as a herding 

Border Collie.
The most unusual achievement undoubtedly was holding 

an in-person, masked, executive meeting in Lydia’s garage on 
December 2nd, heated by its propane fireplace as we directed 
the necessary drafts from open ventilation away from the table. 
For three of us, it was the first-time meeting everyone in person. 
These strictures had begun for us at our April 2020 meeting, and 
thus have been a controlling factor throughout this term. Two 
years, two actual meetings.

Besides a third successful auction, 
this period has been punctuated with 
two e-blasts to members. December’s 
highlighted the gorgeous placemats, 
Porticos of Port Hope, so effectively 
marketed by Atelier on john, and the 
one-day of installation art created by 
Tracey-Mae Chambers surrounding 
the cannon and plinth at the Col. 
Williams statue. She was crafting a 
Metis artistic commentary linking 
the past and present of our town with 
dominating national issues of both 
times. It was interesting for those 
of us who enjoyed her company as 
she worked on a very brisk, windy 
December day.

The second was our analysis of 
the Southbridge proposal of a new 
seven-storey building for the historic 
hospital site surrounded by Ward, 
Hope, and Princess streets. Besides 

the loss of its heritage without a trace, there is so much that is 
wrong about this proposal that it proved to be a difficult letter 
to draft — especially in a time when the need for re-designed 
long-term care is evident to us all. Many of you have responded 
with thoughtful, even brilliant letters; please keep them coming. 
I fully expect to hear an unconvincing analysis from our town’s 
managers of the impacts resulting from the request for increased 
height with added neighbourhood pressures; a strong citizens’ 
response to our elected Council is, perhaps, the only hope if 
these designs are to be reviewed critically. Don’t worry about 
repetition and send to mayor@porthope.ca, copied to clerk@
porthope.ca; if you have views, take a moment: WRITE.

Congratulations to Hopetowns on achieving its charitable 
status, so necessary to the revitalization of the Music Hall/Opera 
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House at 85 Walton St. 
And congratulations to Laura Antonik, Bill Bickle, Katherine 

McHarg and Lydia Svenningson for launching us on Instagram. 
Sign up, and follow us at www.instagram.com/acoporthope.

JOIN US on Zoom at 7 p.m., Thursday February 24 for our 
Annual Meeting. We hope to be able to make it more interactive 
than was possible last year. An e-blast will tell you how to join 
the meeting. We look forward to an informative presentation 
about Waterfront Renewal by John Hillier (more on page 3). 

In addition, mayor Bob Sanderson and Karen Snoek, 
Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture have agreed to provide 
an update on the Port Hope Waterfront and the work of the 
Waterfront Working Group.

— Bruce Bowden, Chair, ACO Port Hope 

The Annual Meeting (AM) 
Thursday, February 24th at 7 pm via Zoom.   

Sharpen up your lively minds and prepare to provide 
your input. 

Find out what ACO has achieved over the last year and 
what’s to come in the future. Discover the changes to our 
executive, who’s to receive the Marion Garland and the 
Bluestone Awards, and listen to the fascinating presentation 
about Waterfront Renewal by John Hillier.   

In addition, be absolutely certain not to miss the update 
that mayor Bob Sanderson and Karen Snoek, Director 
of Parks, Recreation and Culture are going to provide 
on our own Port Hope Waterfront and the work of the 
Waterfront Working Group.

Architectural Conservancy Ontario — Port Hope Branch  Newsletter — February 2022
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Executive  
Ian MacKay  
Nominated to be chair, member 
of ACOntario Board, member 
of Grants committee and 
Advocacy committee, ex-officio 
on committees

Bruce Bowden  
Past-chair, co-chair of  
Advocacy committee, liaison 
with Fundraising committee

Susan Carmichael  
Secretary, chair of  
Grants Committee 

Brenda Willows  
Acting Treasurer, to be 
confirmed as Treasurer  
at the Annual Meeting

Directors  
Susan Layard  
Co-chair of Advocacy 
committee, liaison with HPH, 
member of Grants committee

Bill Bickle   
Chair of Marketing committee

Lydia Svenningson  
Membership coordinator, 
member of Marketing 
committee 

Katherine McHarg   
Member of Marketing 
committee with a focus  
on education and outreach 
through Facebook 

Laura Antonik   
Member of Marketing 
committee, web-design, 
Instagram outreach 

Two new Nominees 

Members departing the 
Executive after five years  
of service: Hugh Parker  
and Anna Gray

Committees  
Phil Carter   
Executive’s advisor, a role that 
he also fulfills in the Grants 
committee, member of the 
Advocacy committee 

Patsy Beeson   
Editor of ACO Matters, co-
organizer of annual bus tour 
with the Cobourg and East 
Northumberland chapter

Sharon Hancock & Peter Duck 
Co-chairs of the Antiques and 
Artefacts committee 

Anna Gray & Moya McPhail   
Interim co-chairs of the 
Fundraising committee 

Another twelve members of 
the chapter are members of 
committees

Nominees     
James Grainger  

James is originally from Toronto and moved to Port Hope 
with his family last year after visiting the town so often they 
knew it was time to call it home. He is a freelance editor and 
writer whose work regularly appears in the Toronto Star, 
Watershed and other media outlets. He is the creator and 
curator of The Veil, which was recently chosen by Substack 
as one of its “Featured Publications,” and is also the author of 
Harmless, a Globe and Mail bestseller, and The Long Slide, 
which won the ReLit Award for Short Fiction.

Janet Eby
After obtaining an undergraduate science degree at the 

University of Toronto, Janet’s career began at Ontario Hydro 
in health and safety, both conventional and nuclear. Having 
obtained her MBA at the University of Toronto, Janet moved 
to finance and business planning at Ontario Hydro, then 
left to become the Corporate Secretary of a large Ontario-
based association. She then had manager and director-level 
positions in internal audit for the banking and insurance 
industries. Most recently, Janet worked at a large electrical 
utility where her roles were diverse, such as managing annual 
business planning, reporting on performance, and developing 
corporate and line of business strategies. Before retiring, 
Janet became the Manager of the Research, Development 
and Demonstration group where she supervised staff in 
managing a broad range of research projects. Transportation 
electrification continues to be a special interest. Janet and her 
husband, Timothy Foley, moved to Port Hope in 2005 and live 
in one of the town’s designated Ontario cottages.

Proposed Slate for the Executive 
Membership and Committees, 2022

Fundraising 2022     
by Moya McPhail and Anna Gray

The beautiful professional photos that Nigel Dickson took of the porticos 
will be displayed as stand-alone images on placemats. The 11” X 17” 
placemats are water resistant and reusable. There are 8 different placemats, 
each having either one or two portico images. 

A package of 4 placemats costs $30, two packages sell for $55.  
Please email us at info@acoporthope.ca for more information.

PLEASE NOTE: It has been decided  
to discontinue the printed version of the 
ACO Matters newsletter due to the very 
few recipients (under 20) and the cost  

and labour involved. 



3

ACO Matters February 2022   

John Hillier, Speaker at the Annual Meeting

John is a landscape architect with over 40 years of varied 
experience. He joined DTAH in 1977 and became a partner 

in 1985. In 2003 he became a Fellow of the Canadian Society 
of Landscape Architects, and is currently a member of the 
Mississauga Urban Design Review Panel.

His public realm experience includes planning and design of 
park and campus landscapes, waterfronts, public institutions and 
transportation infrastructure. Much of this experience includes 
heritage landscapes, repurposed buildings and brownfield sites. 
He has also completed considerable landscape and urban design 
projects for private clients.

Corktown Footbridge, Rideau Canal, Ottawa
L’Arche Dayspring Chapel, Richmond Hill

Queen’s University / Medical School Quadrangle, Kingston 

Corkdown Footbridge,  
Rideau Canal, Ottawa

L’Arche Dayspring Chapel, 
Richmond Hill

Queen’s University/Medical 
School Quadrangle, Kingston
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One of the things that’s so special 
about Dunain is that all the windows 

have wonderful views in any direction. I 
particularly love the front entry hallway 
windows.” said Dianne Steblaj, owner of 
Dunain with her husband Frank since 
the summer of 2021. “This house is all 
about the windows — and the natural 
light pouring in.” 

Yet, this might not have been the 
first impression of anyone visiting 
Dunain shortly after the house was built 
in1857 by William Fraser and his wife, 
Augusta Williams, daughter of John 
Tucker Williams, owner of the Penryn 
Homestead. According to the designation 
report for Dunain, the spectacular porch 
on the north side with its beautiful 
large windows, and the lovely glassed 
conservatory on the south side were not  
added until the latter part of the 19th century. 

Originally, Dunain was a two-storey, red brick structure, built 
in the Loyalist Georgian style, with a centrally placed front door, 
symmetrically placed six-over-six double hung wood windows 
with wood shutters, and a hipped roof culminating in a glass-
roofed Belvedere which brought some light into the central hall 
below. The east elevation featured a single storey bay, but the 
second storey one sees today was another late addition. 

The craftsmanship and environment benefits of the original 
six-over-six windows of Dunain were carefully cherished, 
repaired and preserved by the Steblajs as they prepared to occupy 
their new home.

“The storm windows were in bad shape.” Dianne observed. 
“Many were painted or caulked to the house with dozens of 
cracked panes [and] the interior windows had over 55 panes 
needing replacement. But the interior wooden window sashes 
and frames were in good shape and could be used. Now they all 
open and close properly and we get a lovely cross breeze in this 
house with windows on all sides”. 

Fortuitously, the panes of the storm windows were an exact 
match for the corresponding interior windows, so the interior panes 
were replaced  by salvaging the original wavy glass panes from the 
storm windows. The glass was fitted in place and re-puttied.

 “It was worth it” Diane continued, ”to repair the existing 
frames and replace the panes with the wavy glass ,,,from the 
storm windows. [It’s] so special and distinctive. It’s also delicate 
and care does need to be taken.” 

The extra storm windows are now stored in Dunain’s 
basement against future needs. 

For the Love of Heritage Windows
Part Two: The Windows of Dunain 
by Susan Layard and Katherine McHarg

Mike Dolley, painter, described the techniques he used while 
working on the windows, which allowed the old forest wood 
used for the sashes and frames to be preserved and repaired, 
rather than replaced. 

“As I was painting the exterior six-over-six window frames, 
(pictured) we scraped the wooden structure down, then [gave 
it] three different levels of sanding, then re-puttied or caulked 
as needed. This work was shared between us and the general 
contractor (Miklos Deak) and his team.” 

The Steblajs are considering interior storms for the winter 
months. These are fully as effective as exterior storms, 
inexpensive, and easy to take on and off.

One misunderstanding about keeping and caring for older 
wooden windows is the fear of heat loss during the colder 
months. However, a recent study by Shannon Kyles of Mohawk 
College shows that older heritage windows are fully as air 
tight as newer, modern windows. Kyles conducted the Blower 
Door Air Sealing Study (2017) by building a 12-by-8 foot 
tiny house, installing two new windows and two 200-year-
old windows, testing them for air infiltration by blowing 
temperature-controlled air through the small door, and testing 
air temperature changes. This proved that while many modern 
windows do present energy-efficiency benefits with glazing, 
gasses and coatings, many are actually not engineered to such 
high standards. Kyles found no difference in air infiltration in 
the heritage windows.

Heritage Windows, continued on page 5 →

Dunain front hall windows Dunain bay windows
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A further point 
to consider is the 
conservation of 
the embodied 
energy still 
present in the 
old-growth forest 
wood used to 
construct many 
heritage window 
frames and sashes. 
The old-growth 
forest wood is 
stronger and 
more durable 
than much of the 
wood available 
today. It is also 
vastly preferable 
to replace damaged panes and to repair and preserve these 
valuable frames and sashes.

“You have to be respectful of the existing house and change 
only what needs to be changed,” said Dianne, in summation. 
“These heritage houses have personalities and you need to get 
to know them and what to do to make everything work.” 

For those considering embarking on a heritage window 
restoration, the ACO Port Hope branch is available to provide 
both advice about best practices and information regarding 
eligibility for ACO grants. Repairing rather than replacing 
these important features of a heritage building will always be 
supported by ACO.

Julie Aldis
BROKER

julie@juliealdis.com
juliealdis.com

Office: 905-800-0321
chestnutpark.com

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE  
LIMITED, BROKERAGE

IN THE HEART OF THE HERITAGE DISTRICT
126 Walton Street, Port Hope, Ontario

MOYA MCPHAIL

D E S I G NM

P 905.797.2424     C 416.457.1205     moya@eagle.ca
www.moyamcphaildesign.com

41 Walton Street, Port Hope | 905-885-1508
mail@mcgees.ca | danicarmichael@royallepage.ca

www.mcgees.ca | www.danicarmichael.com

experience with a fresh approach

R O Y A L  L E P A G E  P R O A L L I A N C E  

Dee McGee

R E A L T O R

Dani Carmichael

R E A L T O R

Heritage Windows, continued from page 4

Toronto Buyers – Northumberland Homes   
Personal Service

Fionna Barrington
Sales Representative

Office 905.800.0321
Cell: 416.460.8460

fionna@chesnutpark.com
fionnabarrington.com

Thinking about downsizing? I’ve got buyers thinking about upsizing.

Dunain six-over-six window
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 No Kitchens 
 No Foundations 
 Composting Toilets 
 Green Roofs  
 Grey Water Collection and Filtering  Solar Powered Lights and Fans  High Efficiency Stoves (burning recycled ash) for heating, NOT cooking  The Farm Kitchen 

Using an existing barn, Cloverlark will create a kitchen/dining area for no more than 30 people at a time.  The 

kitchen will prepare and serve meals harvested from ours and neighbouring farms, always supporting local 

growers. 

All Farm Kitchen meals will be communal. Having spent the day working/exploring/learning on the farm, staff 

and guests will gather for meals here at the barn.   

 
What You Can Do 
Municipal applications require an opportunity for the public to learn about the proposed developments and express 

their opinions at a public meeting with the Municipal Council.   Please Join our Meeting at 6:30pm on Wednesday, January 19th. While normally held at the Town Hall, currently these meetings are held through video conference.  Attendance is open 

to everyone and additional information regarding the meeting can be found on the municipality’s website. To participate 

in the public meeting through ZOOM or via telephone, please register by emailing planning@porthope.ca or call 905-

885-2431. Please register by 4:30pm, Monday, January 17, 2022.  OR email your support 
If attendance is not possible, we ask that you send a very simple show of support directly to the Port Hope Planning 

Department at planning@porthope.ca using the subject: Eco Farm.   Conclusion 

We believe that there is nothing more important right now than how we treat the planet and, in particular, our precious 

corner of it. We are confident that these application requests are in the best interest of the land, our Northumberland 

County community, and the public at large. We hope you agree and we look forward to working through the application 

process to reach an expedient and positive outcome.   

3  

The Municipal Applications 
Application One:  Condominium Access Road 
A necessary “improved road” that will run south from Lakeshore Rd. through land owned by Cloverlark.  The road will improve farming access and provide emergency access to four additional Parcels of Tied Land (POTLs), and their existing dwellings.  
Cloverlark is the applicant, applying on behalf of the four POTLs which make up the condominium (shared ownership) corporation: 

 Application Two: Zoning Amendment 
The second is a Zoning By-Law Amendment for the agricultural lands at 5373 Lakeshore Rd and the neighbouring 5229 Lakeshore Rd. properties.  Cloverlark is requesting Diversified On-Farm Use zoning, to allow for 10 small sleeping cabins and a farm kitchen to house and service the farm staff and guests.  
The Eco–Cabins 
Locations- NNoo  IImmppaacctt 
The 10 non-permanent cabins will have no impact on the agricultural or natural areas. Two cabins will be rolled into positions in an aspen grove, and 8 cabins will be rolled onto rails that are cantilevered off of the existing Grand Trunk Railway berm of 1855.  
Purpose 

 Seasonal Staff and Guest Accommodations – Sleeping only 
Design  

Cabins will be sleeping units that have negligible environmental impact. 2 
 

Public Benefits: 

Ecology: 

 The precious “Riviera” to the west of town will be forever protected from urban sprawl  
 Through regenerative practices, the lands will become richly biodiverse 

Economy: 

 Economic impact of lodge visitors will impact all hospitality and retail businesses in the area 
 Between 30 and 50 Local Jobs in agriculture, restoration, hospitality, and wellness be created by 2025 

Community: 

 A Public Foot and Bicycle Path will run throughout the farm  
 A Free, Public, Community Garden will be planted at the eastern end of the farm 
 Education opportunities created in agriculture, ecological stewardship, wellness and hospitality 

No Severances 

We are NOT asking to make any severances.  There will be the addition of one house to the farm which 
currently has no dwelling on it. 

No Traffic Impact 

It is very important that this project not have any significant impact on the traffic on the Lakeshore Road.  For 
this reason, the farm will be made available to the public in one of three ways: on foot, on bicycle, or on an 
electric shuttle from downtown Port Hope, which HCV will supply.  

An accredited traffic study was submitted to the municipality with the following conclusion: 

“Due to the very limited scale of the proposed development, the additional trips will impose virtually no impact 
on the adjacent road; any minor traffic increase as a result of the new trips will be negligible to the current traffic 
operations.” 

Our “Phoenix” Recycling Program – Rising from the “Ashes” 

Due to the blight of the emerald ash borer, over 300 mature ash trees on the farm have died, but the good 
news is that this excellent hardwood itself is not impacted.   These dead trees will be harvested and recycled 
them into solar-kilned lumber, firewood and composting material.  

Our plan is that all cladding and decking of barns and cabins will use recycled ash trees from the property; all 
food will be cooked on wood fires fuelled by recycled ash trees; and all paths will be constituted using chips 
from recycled ash trees. 

For every dead ash tree brought down, a minimum of two native trees of another species will be planted. 

 

 

 

HopeTowns
As you know, we have been actively involved in a dynamic 

project which has two principal corporations in pursuit of a 
common goal.

The first corporation is a charity named HopeTowns 
Community Ventures which focuses on restoring designated 
heritage buildings and promoting regenerative agriculture 
practices. And the second is a for-profit corporation named 
Cloverlark Enterprises which focuses on the regeneration of 
Ontario farmlands and creating hospitality-based experiences 
revolving around REAL (Regenerative, Enjoyable, Authentic, 
Local) food. 

Although separate entities with distinct purposes and 
activities, these two corporations share a common mission 
which is to connect towns to their surrounding agriculture 
by working to create a destination within the town and the 
surrounding community. Our mission entails development of 
sustainable food supply systems, vertically integrated processing 
and leveraging local resources. This will be done by creating 
gathering places for the public to assemble and experience food, 
art, and culture.

Our business model will establish and operate two central 
hubs: a downtown hub, centered in/around the  
former Opera House at the corner of Walton and 
John Sts. in Port Hope, and a rural farm hub 
located on Lakeshore Rd. just west of the Port 
Hope Golf Club. Both hubs will act as gathering 
places for the community where all can experience 
food, art and culture in a unique setting, creating a 
destination for locals and tourists alike.

In February of 2020, with the support of the 
Michael Young Family Foundation, HopeTowns 
began working with the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada on a pilot project to convert agricultural 
lands in Northumberland County and the 
Kawartha Region to regenerative practices

In March, we answered a call for submissions 
from the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario 
for the Port Hope Opera House. At this time we 
put together a Local Opera House Advisory, that 
includes Olga Cwiek, Young Mee Kim, Blake 
Holton,  
Jenny Munro, Rod Stewart and Dave Watson.

In April, we made a presentation of our Opera House plans to 
the ACO’s Opera House Committee.

In May, we planted our first 46 acres of permanent mixed 
grasses on fields that had been industrially farmed for decades.

On July 2 we presented to the ACO Port Hope Executive, and 
in September we signed a purchase agreement for the Opera 
House with the ACO. In October, we purchased 16-18 John 
Street, a building contiguous with the Opera House, which 
offers a necessary second opportunity for egress.

In November, HopeTowns opened its office at 16 John Street 
in Port Hope. Hopetowns , continued on page 7 →

HopeTowns is undertaking an extensive Community 
Consultation to determine specific local interest in, and potential 
uses for the Opera House, which is targeted to re-open in the 
spring of 2024. This process will be led by an outside firm with 
significant experience in this area.

For more information, please contact Jake at:  
hopetownsinfo@gmail.com

HopeTowns is a not-for-profit corporation dedicated to the 
revitalization of small- town economies through the expansion 
of local regenerative agriculture, the restoration of historic main 
streets, and the facilitation of a harmonious connection between 
the two.

We are beginning our mission in Port Hope.

Our focus will be concentrated in three pillars:

1)  Conservation through the conversion of ecologically sensitive 
agricultural lands to regenerative practices*

2)  Restoration of important main street and agricultural heritage 
assets

3)  Animation of agricultural/culinary, social, cultural,  
and educational programming

Background
HopeTowns was incorporated in January of 2020.  
Our founding Executive consists of: 
Gillian Kerr, Board Chair 
Jake Deacon, Executive Director 
Albert Schultz, Strategic Planning and Fundraising 
Rod Stewart, Project Manager, Opera House Restoration

1 

 

Eco Farm - 5373 and 5229 Lakeshore Rd., Port Hope ON 

Cloverlark/HopeTowns Community Ventures 

 
Overview 
 

Cloverlark Enterprises is a start-up food and hospitality company.  

HopeTowns Community Ventures (HCV) is a Registered Canadian Charity.  

Both were incorporated in Port Hope in the spring of 2020, and both are dedicated to the restoration of 

heritage structures (currently restoring the Opera House on Walton Street), the regeneration of heritage 

farmlands, and a food system that is authentic, regenerative, equitable and LOCAL. 

At a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, at 6:30 pm, Cloverlark/HCV will be proposing the creation of 

an agri-tourism opportunity that promises to enhance Port Hope’s Ecology, its Economy, and its Community.  

The project will transform the very first farmland west of town…112 precious waterfront acres immediately 

west of the current suburban development...into an Eco-Farm, whose elements will include: 

1) A Bio-Diverse Regenerative Farm  

(Regenerative Farming is farming which builds soil organic matter naturally, thereby sequestering carbon, 

capturing and filtering fresh water, creating biodiversity, and growing more nutrient-dense food.) 

2) A Protected Natural Area 

3) A Farm Kitchen 

4) Public Paths/Community Gardens 

5) An On-Farm Eco Lodge/Wellness Centre with 10 Sleeping Cabins 

 

 

Cloverlark and HopeTowns have a detailed document providing additional 
information on their two applications and further details to register for the 

public meeting and/or send a message of support. For more information, 
please contact Jake at: hopetownsinfo@gmail.com
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Wrex Roth, 
Watercolours
by Susan Layard and Katherine McHarg

There has been much interest in the 
beautiful paintings of local artist, Wrex 

Roth. Last summer he conducted a playful 
“guess the building” game on facebook, 
showing wonderful details of the front 
entrances of several historic homes in Port 
Hope, and he was kind enough to allow 
us to feature some of these paintings in an 
article about heritage windows in the last 
issue of ACO Matters.

He has a long and involved history 
with architectural rendering. A graduate 
of Ryerson’s architectural school, he 
pursued this discipline for several years. 
He has worked all over the province in 
various aspects of the built and natural 
environments and his diverse career 
includes such fields as agriculture and 
race cart engineering. 

Roth didn’t start painting until 2016. 
Watercolour is his preferred medium 
for historical streetscapes though he 
also works in oils. His paintings may be 
purchased at Ganaraska Art and Framing 

(905-885-1323) or by contacting the artist 
directly either  on his facebook page or 
instagram, under ‘wrex_art’. He does 
accept commissions.

The west side of Queen street  
from Walton street A view of 114 Walton street

Hopetowns, continued from page 6

Regenerative Agriculture
A new way of farming is taking hold in all corners of the 

globe. This new way is as old as nature itself and represents the 
best hope we have of returning our planet to a state of health.

This type of farming rejects crop monocultures and 
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs). It minimizes tillage 
and chemical interventions. It puts animals back on the land 
where they can live and do as nature intended. As a result, the 
fields sequester carbon, capture and filter fresh water, rebuild 
pollinator populations, and create tremendous bio-diversity. 
By relying less on heavy machinery and chemical inputs, and 
more on human management of natural processes, regenerative 
agriculture brings jobs back to farmlands. Regenerative 
Agriculture is good for the planet, good for our bodies, and good 
for communities.

In partnership with the Michael Young Family Foundation 
and the Nature Conservancy of Canada, and working with 
local landowners, HopeTowns has a target of 15,000 acres of 
regenerative conversion in Northumberland County and the 
Kawartha region. We currently have recruited over 3000 acres.

The Port Hope Opera House
For over five decades ACO Port Hope has worked to conserve 

our community’s heritage buildings. Recently they stepped up to 
acquire the Opera House from RBC when no other party could 
succeed, and have invested in its upkeep. In the spring of this 
year, the ACO created an open and formal application process, 
to which we made a submission. Having come to an agreement, 
HopeTowns can now build on the visionary work of the ACO, 
first by purchasing the Opera House, then by developing the 
capital to restore it, and finally by bringing together the expertise 
to manage it for the benefit of the community.
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Please enrol me as a member of the Port Hope Branch 
of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. I have 
indicated below my/our applicable membership category.

Name(s):  

Address:  

Telephone:  

E-Mail:  

■ ■ New or   ■ ■ Renewal

■ ■ Individual Membership: $40 
■ ■ Household Membership: $50  
■ ■ Full-time Student Membership: $20

■ ■ Tax Creditable Donation:       

Total Enclosed:    
Note: Free Membership for individual donors who have 
donated at least $1000 in the year.

■ ■  I am interested in volunteering for ACO Events. 

■ ■  I give permission for ACO to contact me electronically . 

Payment Options
1.  E-transfers: From your bank’s Interac service, the address 

is etransfer@acoporthope.ca. please provide your email and 
mailing address in the message box and indicate that the 
payment is for membership fee and/or donation.

2.  Cheque: Please complete this form and mail it with your  
cheque payable to ACO Port Hope at P O Box 563, Port Hope, 
Ontario L1A 3Z4

3.  Credit Card: to pay by VISA or MasterCard, contact Architectural 
Conservancy Ontario (acontario.ca) online or by telephone at 
416-367-8075 ext. 404. Please indicate that you wish to join the 
Port Hope branch.

 

 
LEE CASWELL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOOKING TO BUY
OR SELL?
Contact LEE CASWELL

Lee Caswell is an established real 
estate sales leader and a lifetime 
Northumberland County resident  

Always putting clients’ needs 
first, Lee and his team focus on 
exceeding expectations. They 
offer professionalism, integrity 
and patience while providing an 
environment where clients feel fully 
supported through every step of the 
buying and selling process.

BOSLEY REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
Located in the historic Customs House

14 Mill Street S | Port Hope, ON | L1A 2S5
905.885.0101

LeeCaswellSells@gmail.com
LeeCaswellClassicHomes.com

Membership 
Renewal Form

Annual Meeting 
February 24, 2022, 7pm via Zoom (p. 2)

Major  
Upcoming  
Events

Ella’s Drapery & Decor has pulled back  
the curtain on something new!

Drapery | Blinds | Shutters | Valances | Hardware 
Quilting, Fashion, and Home Decor Fabric 

Upholstery | Rugs | Sewing Supplies | Classes

We’re still your best source for custom  
window treatments, and now we’re also 

your local retail destination  
for all of your quilting, décor,  

and fashion sewing needs!

Visit our new showroom and boutique  
at 66 Elgin Street West in Cobourg,  

or find us online.

embellish.ca

PLACE AN AD IN 
ACO MATTERS!

Why not place an advertisement in the pages of  
ACO Matters? Our readership is interested in 

buildings and their preservation, furnishing, gardens, 
and everything else connected with them. 

Contact Patricia Beeson at pbeeson@eagle.ca. 


