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Chairman’s Report 
Summer’s fully here but we’re still waiting for those spring 

showers to end. At least all our gardens are lush this year 
and not turning their usual brown. Nonetheless, we’ve had 
a wonderful lead-up to summer, with many amazing ACO 
activities and projects completed.

Our June Garden Tour was a great success. I hope all who 
participated had a wonderful day and were inspired by the 
lovely gardens on view. My congratulations and thanks go to 
the homeowners who put in so much hard work preparing 
for the event, and to all the volunteers who helped make it a 
success.

Our Summer Picnic, on Thursday, 10th August, was at the 
beautiful home of Jim and Sarah Sculthorpe. Despite being 
bookended by rain the day was bright and sunny. No doubt our 
brilliant organizers arranged this too! There was a record turn-
out and judging by the smiling faces and animated chatter 
everyone had a great time. I’d like to thank our new Events 
coordinator Joanne Marrison and her team, and of course the 
Sculthorpes who hosted it  and worked hard preparing their 
garden ahead of time, for a thoroughly enjoyable picnic.

Our Canada 150, Barn Quilt project is now completed. 23 
great barns now flaunt handsome painted barn quilts high on 
their sides, each personal to that barn. Be sure to grab a copy of 
the tour map from Furby Books or the Tourist Office and take 
the tour, through lovely countryside. Congratulations to Moya 
McPhail, Julie Mavis and the team of artists and volunteers 
who made this happen.

ACO’s on summer recess, but our work continues. We’re 
engaged in discussions surrounding the future of the Opera 
House, advocating to save this building for public use, which 
would be an amazing opportunity for the Town. I’ll report 
more later on progress.

We’re also working towards a possible relocation of the Little 
Train Station to Lent’s Lane. Response has been positive so far 
but more work is required to achieve Municipal approval. This 
will be going forward in the Fall.

Finally, I encourage everyone to join our History Walk in 
Millbrook on Wednesday, September 13th. It will be a fun 
day hosted by the Millbrook and Cavan Historical Society.  
Numbers are limited, so book now so as not to be disappointed. 
See p. ? for booking details.

Respectfully submitted,
Phil Goldsmith 
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Port Hope House Tour Update
In the May issue of ACO Matters it was stated that we had 

eight residences on this year’s tour. We’ve since added 
another to make nine – three in rural Port Hope and six in 
town, pursuing our Town & Country theme. Turn up our 
website at www.acoporthope.ca to catch a glimpse of them. 
Some have been seen on the House Tour before but new owners 
have carried out fabulous renovations. Check out our Facebook 
page too — simply type “Port Hope House Tour” in the 
Facebook search bar and you’ll see a further selection.

You may purchase your tickets ($30 each) either on-line 
via PayPal or through one of our local retailers: Acanthus 
Interiors; Antiques on Queen; Furby House Books in Port 
Hope, Quinns Blooms in Cobourg, Johnston’s Greenhouses 
in Peterborough or Mint Floral Co in Whitby. Look for the 
bright red door on posters, rack cards and of course, our ticket. 
It presents a welcoming “Ode to Canada-150” appearance!

For those members who have expressed interest in 
volunteering on Tour Day, you’ll receive an email during the 
week of August 14th to find out if you still wish to volunteer 

Continued on page 2 →
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ACO Executive  
& Officers for 2017
Executive Committee 
Chairman   Phil Goldsmith
Vice Chairman   Julie Mavis
Secretary   Jo Mathew
Treasurer   Hugh Parker

Directors 
Peggy Bennett, Matt Desbarbieux, Anna Gray, Terry Hill, 
Dennis Hogarth, Trudy Lum, Moya McPhail, Joanne Marrison

Committee Chairs 
Auction   Joanne Took
Bus Tour, Newsletter, Evenings   Patsy Beeson
Communications   Jo Mathew
Garden Tour   Mary Shaw-Rimmington
Governance   Charles Wickett
House Tour   Kathy Kobelski
Membership   Peggy Bennett
Projects/Downtown Task Force   Tom Cruickshank
Property   Ed Pamenter
Scholarship   Matt Desbarbieux
Events   Joanne Marrison

PLACE AN AD IN 
ACO MATTERS!

Why not place an advertisement in the pages of 
ACO Matters? Our readership is naturally interested 

in buildings, their preservation, furnishing, their 
gardens, and everything else to do with them. 

Ads are $120 per year – a bargain  
spread over four issues

Contact Patricia Beeson at 905.885.4416  
or pbeeson@eagle.ca 

and other pertinent information for our volunteer coordinators 
(Colleen Bulger and Kathy Kobelski). We hope to involve as 
many members as possible.

Here are a few photos to pique your interest. We aren’t 
telling where they are, but they’re snapshots of homes or 
architectural features found within or on the property of a 
few of our tour houses.

Millbrook Walking Tour
Wednesday, September 13th, 1 pm

Who Is the Fairest of them All? 
Millbrook or Port Hope?

You be the judge when Millbrook and Cavan Historical 
Society take us on a walking tour of their lovely little 
town. (Warning: following the tour you may just go home, 
pack up and move house to Millbrook).Tea afterwards 
included in the price of $15 members, $20 non-member.
To book, email pbeeson@eagle.ca, or call 905.885.4416. 
Mail or deliver to 8 King Street, P.H., L1A 2R4 no later 
than September 5th, to facilitate catering.

N.B. Change of Starting Point: 
Change of Starting Point: We’ll  meet at the Cavan Monaghan 
Library housed in the historic Millbrook School where there’s 
ample parking. We shall be given a short presentation there 
before the walk, in the Harry Williams Room.

Directions: 
Up Hwy 10, then at Millbrook turn left onto King Street, take 
the 2nd left onto Gravel Rd., then 1st right onto Dufferin Street 
and the Library’s at the end.

Christmas Party: Save the date!
Our annual holiday gathering will be held on Thursday, 

November 24. Watch for all the details in your November 
issue of ACO Matters!

→ House Tour, continued from page 1

The doors will be open on September 30th, so get your ticket, 
come on in and explore the homes of the 52nd Annual Port 
Hope House Tour!

– Kathy Kobelski, Port Hope House Tour Chairperson 
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Take a bow, ACO members. You deserve the applause, knowing 
that the money you have donated to the annual auction, the 

house tour and other fundraisers is being very well spent. Six 
years ago, our Branch announced plans to help building owners 
ease the costs of restoration with grants and loans for jobs like 
repairing windows, repointing masonry, structural restoration 
and shopfront design. To date we have spent upwards of $450,000 
of your donation dollars and Port Hope’s reputation as one of 
Ontario’s best preserved towns is all the better for it. 

As this is written, several new projects are pending and 
there are two that have been recently completed. Interestingly, 
both are the work of owners who cut their teeth on other 
local buildings and are now turning their attention to new 
adventures in restoration.  

Blackham’s Hotel, Dorset St. W.
As if the restoration of Dunain, one of Port Hope’s great 

old mansions, wasn’t enough, Ken and Bonnie Garrett are 
now devoting their efforts to a lesser known building, an 
1859 former hotel at the foot of Dorset Street. It’s a building 
that deserves a closer look, with its not-quite-square plan. It 
suffered from years of neglect and misguided masonry repair… 
our funds went toward restoring the brickwork and chimneys.

The Little Bluestone, King St.
If you’ve lived in Port Hope for a long time, you know that 

the 1830s Little Bluestone seemed like a lost cause back in the 
1980s. Abandoned and open to the elements, it was rescued 
at the eleventh hour. Alas, 30-odd years later, some of those 
restorations require restoration. New owner Ian MacKay, fresh 
from an extensive reno and restoration of a great Victorian 
house on Augusta Street, set his sights on giving the Little Blue 
some needed TLC. Our funds went to an authentic replication 
of the front steps and stoop, modeled after evidence seen in a 
Victorian photograph. 

For more information about the grants and loan programs, 
contact Tom Cruickshank at tecruickshank@gmail.com. Please 
note that to qualify, your building ought to be designated under 
the Ontario Heritage Act.

Our Projects Committee is Hard at Work
More Buildings Saved by Your Donation Dollars 

Blackham’s Hotel, Dorset St. W.

The Little Bluestone, King Street
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Barnum House:  
A Primer

The house was built by Eliakim Barnum who was born 
in Franklin, N.Y. (some sources say Vermont) in 1784. 

He came to Kingston around 1807, subsequently moving to 
Haldimand Township where his friend, Benjamin Ewing 
(a Quartermaster in the British army) had settled. Eliakim 
married Ewing’s sister, Hannah, a widow in 1812 and that year 
he bought the southern portion of the 100 acre parcel (lot 26, 
concession 1) owned by James Norris, Eliakim’s brother-in-law.

Eliakim and Hannah lived first in a log house south of 
County Road 2, and by 1816 Eliakim had dammed the creek 
and built a flour mill, distillery, and tavern. According to 
family tradition (and partially confirmed by archaeological 
excavations) during the war of 1812 retreating British soldiers 
were billeted in the house Norris had built on the northern half 
of the lot, and accidentally set it on fire. A couple of years later, 
Eliakim bought Norris out and between 1817 and 1820, built 
the house that stands today.

The house is considered one of the finest examples of 
domestic architecture in Ontario. Eliakim was said to have 
been his own architect. If so, he may well have copied the 
design from one of Asher Benjamin’s pattern books. The 
front façade is clad in flushboard but all other elevations are 
clapboard. The style is neo-classical or Greek temple style with 
a delicate fanlight over the door and very fine millwork on the 

interior. The fireplace mantels are particularly elegant. The 
house was heated by open fires until 1840 when stoves were 
installed. The mantel in the ballroom (master bedroom) was 
removed and transferred to the house built by Eliakim for one 
of his sons but it was later recovered when restoration of the 
house was underway. 

Hannah died in 1845 and in 1853 James, one of the 5 
Barnum children, moved into the house and took over the 
estate. Eliakim died in 1877.  Folk memory recalls him as being 
tall with black hair and eyes, and always in a silk top hat. 

The house passed out of the Barnum family in 1917 
and all the Barnum furnishings were sold off to people in 
Colborne, Cobourg and Port Hope. Nothing remains in 
the house. In 1933, when the house was standing empty, 
architect Dr. Eric Arthur bought it for $4,000.00, and 
it was this purchase that triggered the formation of the 
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. ‘

The newly formed Conservancy took over the house in 1939 
and an income stream was created by renting it to a number 
of commercial and private tenants. In 1958 Haldimand 
Township took over responsibility for the house, operating it as 
a community museum under the leadership of a dedicated and 
hardworking group of volunteers. 

The House that started up the ACO.
by Jackie Tinson

Barnum House in 1925. [Canada’s Historic Places]

The master bedroom (which doubled as a ballroom) in 1940.  
[Canadian Homes and Gardens, September, 1940]

The late-Georgian Mantel in 1940, installed in 1817.  
[Canadian Homes and Gardens, September, 1940]

Continued on page 6 →
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Photos from the ACO Barbecue Photos by Matt Desbarbieux
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A Change in Layout
Noticed the new layout in our last issue?  

It’s thanks to Ted Rouse. 
After 26 issues Patricia McCaw has retired and we owe her 

an enormous vote of thanks — for her inventiveness, skilful 
suggestions, good humour, endless patience putting up with 
this nit-picking editor, and huge amounts of hard work often 
late into the night. Thank you Patricia; we can’t say how 
grateful we are.

Welcome to our new designer, Ted Rouse, who has hit the 
ground running! Ted operates his one-man design studio, 
Takedanger Design, out of his home on King Street. Fairly 
new to town, he and his wife Shannon have already fallen in 
love with Port Hope, and he has become quite active in the 
community, designing the material for the last few Port Hope 
House Tours, joining the Board of Directors for Critical Mass 
Art, and introducing everyone who visits to Olympus Burger.

Christopher Wallace Architect
TRADITIONAL RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

905-753-1122 • cwallacearchitect.com

The volunteers organized a wide variety of activities including 
tours, teas, sales by local organizations, and (very popular) 
Christmas dinners to try to keep the house afloat financially. 
The Municipality gradually sold off the land so that by 1982 
only 9.71 acres remained. In 1982 ownership was transferred to 
the Ontario Heritage Trust. Under the auspices of the Trust the 
volunteer group continued to be active but new health and safely 
along with fire code regulations finally put an end to many fund-
raising activities and running the house solely as a museum 
became financially unviable.

The house has now been closed to the public for several years 
as efforts to secure an income stream have failed. The house is, 
of course, of special significance to the ACO, both the provincial 
organization and the local branches, and on June 28th a 
committee of representatives from ACO Port Hope, Cobourg/E. 
Northumberland, and the president of ACO Provincial, met 
with Séan Fraser, Director of Heritage Programmes and 
Operations for the Trust, to brain-storm ideas. It was decided 
that a feasibility study be undertaken to explore the possibility 
of opening the house as a holiday rental or as a private rental, 
similar to Landmark Trust (www.landmarktrust.org.uk) in 
England. Meanwhile Cobourg/E. Northumberland is exploring 
the possibility of using the house as its office for meetings and 
storage of its archives, an idea put forward by Phil Goldsmith. If 
this were to be agreed, C/EN would hold a key to the house and 
open it for appropriate community events. C/EN is currently in 
negotiations with the OHT.

→ Barnum House, Continued from page 4

Sources: The OHT official guide to Barnum House, 2007;  
Memories of Haldimand, Haldimand’s History Committee, 1997.

Entrance hall in 1940. [Canadian Homes and Gardens, September, 1940]
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Scholarship: Our Students Respond

From Evan Oxland
Dear ACO Port Hope,

I have finished my studies at PennDesign, and graduated 
May 15th. I was lucky enough to receive yet another Gonick 
Travel Fellowship, the Albert Binder Travel Fellowship, and 
Best Thesis award.

My past semester I studied the 
Petrography of Archaeological 
Materials at the PennMuseum, 
where I analysed 16 samples 
from ceramic “Slipper Coffins” 
from ancient Nippur, using 
mineralogy and geological 
maps to determine ceramic 
provenance as part of a 
larger project to be pushed to 
publication. I also took another class outside of the Historic 
Preservation program in the History of Technology. This 
smaller number of courses was due to the high workloads 
associated with my thesis research which focused on the 
material characterisation and experimental mechanical 
pinning treatment of petrified Sequoia affinis stumps (35mya) 
at Florissant Fossil Beds National Monument. I presented my 
research at Columbia University, the New York University 
Institute of Fine Arts, and the Morgan Library in NYC through 
ANAGPIC, an annual conservation conference of graduate 
students. I also served as a moderator for two separate sessions.

I am also lucky enough to be chosen as a student scholar 
for APTi/National Trust, and will be presenting my research 
at the association’s annual meeting in Ottawa which will 
surely be a well-attended Canadian hosted event. Additional 
unique opportunities this past semester included attending the 
international Architectural Paint Research Conference which 

was held at Columbia University.
During studies I also worked 

as a research assistant for 
Prof. Frank Matero creating 
a collections cataloguing 
system for the Vermont Marble 
Company Sample Collection, 
which was purchased by 
UPenn’s Architectural Archives 
3 years ago, with over 5000 
marble samples from around the 
world. I also worked as the TA [teaching assistant] for the 1st 
year core class of Conservation Science, marking labs whenever 
I could carve out some time.

The evening of graduation I packed a car and rocketed off 
to Port Hope to pack up my material life to be shipped across 
the country. I have accepted a position as an architectural 
conservator with the Province of Alberta, Culture & Tourism, 
based out of Edmonton where I will primarily be working on 
the conservation of 52+ vernacular buildings at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village, including the development of a site 
and preventative maintenance plan. I began work May 23, 
and this past week found myself in Northern Alberta working 
at a historic Fur Trading Post and Missionary Site named 
Dunvegan, with earthen architecture and wood  conservation.

I am very grateful for the support that ACO Port Hope has 
given me, and very lucky to have realised this dream of mine 
studying at Penn. Your support has already bolstered my future 
and I look forward to future involvement with the ACO!

– Evan Oxland

From Akira Inman
Dear ACO,

I cannot thank all the trustees, organizations, and individuals, 
like yourselves, enough for giving me the financial support 
needed to get me through the course. Your contributions have 
relieved me of financial stress and provided me with time to 
focus and invest even more time into making the most of the last 
year at City and Guilds of London Art School.

The colleagues, and now friends, I have had the chance to 
meet and share ideas and experiences with have been rewarding. 
The knowledge and skills I have gained and learned from the 
tutors and this unique program makes this the best decision I 
have made in my life and for my career.

I hope the photo of my work is evidence of my growth and 
accomplishments. 

Thank you again!

– Akira Inman Akira Inman at work

Nippur

The International Architectural 
Paint Research Conference 
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Major  
Upcoming  
Events

Millbrook Walking Tour
Wednesday, Sept. 13 (see p. 1)

House Tour
Saturday, Sept. 30 (see p. 2) 

Christmas Party
Thursday, November 24
More details in November ACO Matters

Membership  
Renewal Form
Please enroll me as a member of the Port Hope Branch 
of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. I have 
indicated my/our applicable membership category below.

Name(s):  

Address:  

Telephone:  

E-Mail:  

 Individual Member – $35:  

 Household Membership – $40:  

 Organization – $45:  

 Corporation – $60:  

 Student Membership – $12:  

 Tax Creditable Donation:  

 Total Enclosed:   

I/we have an interest in volunteering for:
■ House Tour Volunteer ■ House Tour Committee
■ Garden Tour Volunteer ■ Garden Tour Committee
■ Events Volunteer ■ Events Committee
■ Advocacy Committee ■ Education & Outreach Committee
■ Communications Committee	 ■ Receiving ACO Matters by email

Please fill out this form and mail it with your cheque to:

ACO – Port Hope Branch 
PO Box 563, Port Hope, ON  L1A 3Z4

www.acoporthope.ca

 

 
LEE CASWELL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOOKING TO BUY
OR SELL?
Contact LEE CASWELL

Lee Caswell is an established real 
estate sales leader and a lifetime 
Northumberland County resident  

Always putting clients’ needs 
first, Lee and his team focus on 
exceeding expectations. They 
offer professionalism, integrity 
and patience while providing an 
environment where clients feel fully 
supported through every step of the 
buying and selling process.

BOSLEY REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
Located in the historic Customs House

14 Mill Street S | Port Hope, ON | L1A 2S5
905.885.0101

LeeCaswellSells@gmail.com
LeeCaswellClassicHomes.com

Presented by

Visit criticalmassart.com for details

Steamroller Prints
Family-Friendly 

Activities
Artist Vendors
Live Street Art

mini print exhibit
Parade of Prints 

AND
Art Auction Oct 21!

Call for volunteers! 
Email: info@criticalmassart.com


