
1

Architectural Conservancy Ontario — Port Hope Branch  Newsletter — November 2021

Chair’s Report

It has been a very busy three months since our last newsletter.
First, we must all congratulate the Antiques and 

Artefacts Committee for the completion of their second 
auction in September. The two on-line auctions and their 
table at Wesleyville this summer on weekends has netted this 
organization $32,000. What an achievement! They hope to add 
a Christmas bonus as well. The auctions have created much 
conversation as members find out who was bidding for their 
favourite item.

We are the only chapter which has developed this fundraising 
vehicle. Our annual auctions provided structure, even definition 
to our chapter, like the Garden and House Tours that are now 
organized by the Heritage Foundation with the volunteer work 
of our members. I am often asked about recreating in-person 
auctions, missed precisely because they brought together 
volunteer fund-raising with social connection for the chapter. 
Perhaps, if members wish, a suitable discussion topic for 
February’s Annual Meeting. 

Behind the scenes, the minutely detailed work of the review 
process for receipts has always been onerous. Pivoting to online 
auctions during the pandemic then brought fresh complications 
from how to present items, to new partners such as MaxSold 
and its rules, on through trying to discern Canada Revenue 
requirements. A CRA advisory has now presented a path 
forward. We have achieved a firm basis for our auctions, and 
the Antiques and Artefacts Committee and the Executive are 
tackling this, together.

While our chapter and the Port Hope Heritage Foundation 
are carefully separated bodies, their purposes are closely aligned, 
and their endeavours come from the work of our chapter’s 
members. Witness the period of late August through early 
October. A booth at the market displayed our new poster for sale, 
Porticoes of Port Hope featuring the photos of Nigel Dickson 
and a design by Laura Antonik. Suzanne Camm re-offered her 
remaining pewter ornaments of heritage buildings to bring us 
a donation. Three walking tours were researched and then led 
by eight members on consecutive weekends to 140 participants, 
attracting new members to the chapter, and the innovative 56th 
House Tour engrossed over 400 on-line viewers.

Our own discussions about redesigning Walton St continue, 
all the Advocacy Committee members agreeing that the 
proposed sign at Walton and Mill Streets is an unsuitable design, 
that proposed traffic bump-outs do not suit a downtown zone 
which has no through cross-streets, and that the entire heritage 
area and its parking capabilities should be reviewed in a process 
that extends well beyond dated infrastructure.

We are dismayed at the damage to the neighbourhood 
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likely to result from the unsuitable proposal from Southbridge 
for an up-to-date long term care building on its Ward-St/
Hope St. property. While the design’s care for resident health 
safety is so important to everyone, the building’s lack of 
surrounding attractive spaces, easily accessible to residents and 
visiting families, and a height that will dominate our central 
skyline are significant issues. Congestion (especially during 
construction) will be its by-product. Commemoration of the 
Heritage Landscape that will be destroyed – evaluated as such by 
Southbridge’s own consultant - requires careful scrutiny.

Finally, we have convened a new Heritage Grants Committee 
under the leadership of Susan Carmichael and are especially 
delighted to welcome Lindsey Sneddon and Jim Sculthorpe to 
its work. Phil Carter will be its advisor. Lastly, the executive has 
decided to replace the wind-ravaged asphalt shingles on Little 
Station with either cedar or synthetic cedar shingles to replicate 
its original appearance.

Hope to see everybody at our Annual Meeting at 7. P.M., (in 
person, we hope) Thursday, February 24, 2022.

With all best wishes for this year’s renewed opportunities 
to enjoy family and friends over the Christmas season and a 
healthy and happy 2022

— Bruce Bowden, Chair, ACO Port Hope 

New ACO Executive Members 
A Nominating Committee has been established to prepare a slate 
of Director nominees for presentation and election at the Annual 
General Meeting on Thursday, February 24, 2022. Anyone 
interested in serving on the ACO Executive Committee should 
contact Ian MacKay at ian-mackay@rogers.com before December 
10, 2021. If you would like to join one of our Committees or our list 
of Volunteers, please call 905-885-7929 anytime.
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Executive Committee  
Chair  
Bruce Bowden

Vice-Chair  
Ian MacKay

Treasurer  
Hugh Parker 

Secretary  
Susan Carmichael

Directors 
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Susan Layard 
Bill Bickle

New Directors 
Brenda Willows 
Katherine McHarg 
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Advisor  
Phil Carter

Committee Chairs  
Antiques  
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Sharon Hancock

Advocacy  
Bruce Bowden, Susan 
Layard

Communications 
& Marketing  
Bill Bickle

Fundraising  
Anna Gray,  
Moya McPhail

Governance 
Ian MacKay

Membership  
Anna Gray

Newsletter,  
Bus Tour, 
Discovery Series  
Patsy Beeson

Next Gen  
Derek Hurlburt

Nominations  
Bruce Bowden

Opera House Project   
Julie Mavis

Projects  
Phil Carter

PLACE AN AD IN 
ACO MATTERS!
Why not place an advertisement in the pages of  

ACO Matters? Our readership is interested in buildings 
and their preservation, furnishing, gardens, and 

everything else connected with them. 
Contact Patricia Beeson at pbeeson@eagle.ca. 

Online Auction
The ACO Auction Committee will be running a small 

online auction in time for Christmas, from November 23 
to December 1, with pickup Dec. 4 at the chapel. Items can be 
donated, with particular interest in: Artwork (original or of 
collection interest), artisanal work such as pottery (original, 
signed or unsigned), fine linens, books, small furniture (in 
particular, anything mid-century modern), ethnographic 
pieces of interest, and other fun, interesting, eclectic and 
diverse items that are of good quality and condition, suitable 
for our online auction. People can contact the Co-Chairs 
Sharon Hancock or Peter Duck (sharonhancock@hotmail.com, 
duckkpeter@gmail.com) to discuss what they wish to donate.
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Executive 

The ACO was incorporated in 1933 for the preservation 
of the best examples of architecture in the province and 

for the preservation of its places of natural beauty.
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Fundraising 2021     
by Moya McPhail and Anna Gray

As you are well aware, except for the very successful Antiques 
and Artifacts auctions, there have not been any fundraisers 

for ACO Port Hope for the last two years. There are now two 
fundraising projects on the go:

POSTERS
The Porticos of Port Hope posters were selling well  
at the Saturday morning market. 

There are two sizes: 18” x 24” for $35, and 24” x 30” for $45. 
They are now available for purchase at Furby House Books and at 
Holton’s Flowers, or email us at info@acoporthope.ca

41 Walton Street, Port Hope | 905-885-1508
mail@mcgees.ca | danicarmichael@royallepage.ca

www.mcgees.ca | www.danicarmichael.com

experience with a fresh approach

R O Y A L  L E P A G E  P R O A L L I A N C E  

Dee McGee

R E A L T O R

Dani Carmichael

R E A L T O R

PLACEMATS
The beautiful professional photos that Nigel Dickson took of  
the porticos will be displayed as stand-alone images on 
placemats. The 11” X 17” placemats are water resistant and 
reusable. There are 8 different placemats, each having either 
one or two portico images. 

A package of 4 placemats costs $30, two packages will  
sell for $55. Please email us at info@acoporthope.ca  
for more information.
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Windows are one of the most 
important and distinctive features 

of a heritage building. Windows connect 
the interior and exterior design features. 
They flood rooms with light and warmth, 
and curate views of the environment. The 
appearance, placement, materials and 
design details of a building’s windows 
play a key part in defining the building’s 
character. One might say, they are the 
eyes that reveal the heart and soul of 
the structure. For example, what would 
Trick cottages look like without those 
distinctive ogee transoms over the front 
entrance? They are the focal point for the 
central doorway design, allowing light 
into the front hallway and elevating the 
importance of the front entrance.

From a heritage perspective, the 
details that define historic windows 
add texture to the façade of a building 
— the richness of old-forest wood, the 
reflective imperfections of old glass, 
leaded glass, stained glass, shaped 
windows, six-over-six panes, transom and 
sidelights — all tell a central part of the 
story of the architecture of a building. A 
Gothic window versus a Greek Revival 
window places the structure within an 
instantly recognizable design framework. 
Decorative brick headers or elaborate 
wood trim add even more emphasis to the 
impact of heritage windows. 

The craftsmanship inherent in the 
creation of Port Hope’s early windows 
often is remarkable. While the names 
of some builders and architects have 
survived through the generations, there 
are others we don’t know, particularly 
in the area of window design. Yet their 
work has brought us so much beauty. 
Fast forward to the present – the heritage 
windows we value today need constant 

For the Love  
of Heritage 
Windows
by Susan Layard and Katherine McHarg

repair and love. Yet, it can be difficult 
to find carpenters and glaziers who 
specialize in heritage restoration. Both 
ACO Port Hope Branch and HPH, the 
town’s heritage committee, are working to 
provide a curated list of contractors who 
are skilled at restoring older windows. If 
possible, repairing and restoring historic 
windows, rather than replacing them, 
is considered best for maintaining the 
integrity of the heritage building. When 
there is no other option except to replace 
the window or any of its components, the 
use of materials appropriate to the age 
and style of the original structure, rather 
than modern materials such as vinyl, is 
highly recommended. In many cases, it 
is possible to research old photographs 
of heritage buildings through the Port 
Hope Archives, where a file on many 
properties is maintained. This valuable 
resource can provide inspiration and 
historical context if you are considering 
a renovation or restoration. Importantly, 

from an environmental perspective there 
are real benefits to restoring existing 
windows. For example, rehabilitating 
heritage windows using appropriate 
materials is a great way to conserve, 
where possible, the old–forest wood that 
had been used for framing and trim 
and to prevent replacement windows 
made of vinyl from ending up in landfill 
when they warp or crack. To make your 
windows even more efficient, using either 
internal or external storm windows adds 
another layer of protection and insulation 
during cold months. To learn more about 
one homeowner’s experience restoring 
external storm windows, here is a link to 
a video you can watch:  
https://youtu.be/7iAPPwYR-nk 

Windows are such an important 
feature of heritage buildings. In future 
newsletters, we hope to highlight some 
remarkable windows in our town, as well 
as look at issues inherent in their care 
and restoration.

William Bellamy Cottage circa 1853.  
According to the designation report for this beautiful Ontario Cottage on Charles Street, “The 
Tudor arched transom (similar but not identical to that on the Trick House on Ridout Street) is 
exceptional, divided into a lancet pattern of muntins and glass panes.

https://youtu.be/7iAPPwYR-nk
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Cottage circa 1853. 
This tiny cottage is also attributed to Richard Trick  
“because of its arched gothic transom.”

Richard Trick House circa 1850. 
This house, with its ogee transom, “is one of the finest  

examples of a brick Ontario Cottage in Port Hope.”  

Julie Aldis
BROKER

julie@juliealdis.com
juliealdis.com

Office: 905-800-0321
chestnutpark.com

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE  
LIMITED, BROKERAGE

IN THE HEART OF THE HERITAGE DISTRICT
126 Walton Street, Port Hope, Ontario

MOYA MCPHAIL

D E S I G NM

P 905.797.2424     C 416.457.1205     moya@eagle.ca
www.moyamcphaildesign.com

Artist: Wrex Roth
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When you picture someone learning about 
architectural conservation and sustainability 

engineering, do you imagine someone as young as Spencer 
Watson? Spencer is in his first year of the Architectural 
Conservation and Sustainability Engineering programme 
at Carleton University, one of the few courses of its kind in 
Ontario. Born and raised in Port Hope, Spencer recently 
graduated from Port Hope High School.

Of the course he observed, “It teaches the importance 
of respecting the architectural significance of buildings 
with a constant focus on the environmental impact of 
the materials and energy being used. It’s a fairly new 
programme that holds sustainability as one of the 
guiding objectives.”

When asked about his goals for the future, Spencer stated 
“Before going into school, I wanted to design new sustainable 
buildings, something that could potentially be completely 
off grid. Now I realize that I’m also drawn to the heritage 
conservation aspect. Growing up in Port Hope, I took the 
architectural significance of the town for granted. Now I see 
how to appreciate older buildings, so I see myself conserving 
historical buildings so they’re able to be used for the future by 
improving the energy systems in the buildings, or revitalizing 
them for future use.”

Carleton defines the programme this way: “Sustainability has 
become a key consideration in both society and engineering. 
There is a growing need for engineers with expertise in the 
closely related areas of heritage conservation and sustainable 
building design. Carleton’s program in Architectural 
Conservation and Sustainability Engineering teaches students 
a modern approach for the design and retrofit of buildings that 
holds sustainability as the guiding objective while respecting 
architectural history and significance. Students learn to 
consider the life cycle costs and environmental impacts of 
building materials, energy demand, and the effective reuse and 
conservation of existing structures. Students in the program 
work closely with Carleton’s architecture students.”

When asked what inspired him to seek out this path, Spencer 
explained “I knew I wanted to do something to do with civil 
engineering from a young age (inspired by my father, who’s a 
civil engineer). Just looking at the programmes, I didn’t like all 
the waste of the building materials that could be a part of it.  
This programme had the perfect blend of the sustainability focus 

Spencer Watson and the Architectural Conservation and 
Sustainability Engineering Programme: Keeping the Balance
By Katherine McHarg

“ There is a history that goes with  
every building and each building  
tells its own story.” 
— Spencer Watson 

and the historical preservation. I could also learn about the 
history of architecture and the importance of these buildings 
and the stories they have to tell.”

Our ACO Port Hope Branch reached out to Spencer 
recently to support his endeavours with the gift of a virtual 
House Tour ticket for his perusal. He enjoyed watching the 
various tours, and observed “I did watch it. I like modern 
design too, even though heritage tends to go with older 
buildings. I like when the historical architecture can be left 
intact outside, and tells the story, but the inside can be new, 
comfortable and modern. I liked how everyone on the tour 
takes a unique approach to renovating and maintaining 
their homes.”

Spencer outlined his own priorities when considering 
historical conservation. “To me, sustainability comes first. 
Any heating systems should consider renewable energy 
sources (eg. solar panels, improving efficiency of existing 
HVAC system to prevent waste) as much as possible without 
changing the appearance or the significance of the building.”

Spencer particularly appreciates the impact of the main 
street of Port Hope, with its well-preserved facades. One of 
his favourite buildings in town is the Capitol Theatre, with its 
dramatic appearance as you turn from Walton onto Queen 
Street. “There is a history that goes with every building and 
each building tells its own story,” he commented.

Our Port Hope ACO branch wishes Spencer every success 
with his studies. We have presented him with an ACO 
membership and hope to keep in touch with him as he 
progresses through this important course.
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Think Tiny Homes, Northumberland!
by Shane Watson, Port Hope, Tiny Homes Northumberland Committee Member

Micro-communities of affordable tiny homes can integrate 
with neighbourhoods

Tiny homes could be a way to help provide home 
ownership for some of the 11,000 low-income households in 
Northumberland. Ontario has determined that municipalities 
must permit additional residential units (ARUs) in detached, 
semi-detached and townhouse dwellings and in an accessory 
structure, totaling three residential units on a property. Tiny 
homes are one form of ARU that could be permitted, which 
would help respond to the affordable housing crisis, particularly 
for people living alone. 

Think Tiny Homes Northumberland (TTHN) is a first of 
its kind chapter of Habitat for Humanity Northumberland 
(HFHN) that is pursuing tiny homes as an affordable housing 
option. HFHN also has moved into refurbishing older homes, 
beyond just new builds. TTHN is advocating for changes 

to Official Plans and Zoning By-Laws that will support 
appropriate tiny home development. Their vision is permanent 
micro-communities on fixed foundations that integrate with 
surrounding neighbourhoods. Now is a great time to weigh in 
on the possibility of sympathetic design and implementation as 
the Municipality of Port Hope undergoes a zoning by-law review 
that includes addressing tiny homes (https://www.myporthope.
ca/zoning-bylaw).

TTHN needs land for the first tiny home development and is 
seeking new volunteers (email Nicole Beatty, TTHN chairperson 
at thinktinyhomes@gmail.com). HFHN also has a Gingerbread 
Campaign (includes tiny home gingerbread villages) that some 
of our members might like to support. You can also indicate 
your support for changes to the by-laws here: https://chng.it/
kHHwfzNVXs.

Toronto Buyers – Northumberland Homes   
Personal Service

Fionna Barrington
Sales Representative

Office 905.800.0321
Cell: 416.460.8460

fionna@chesnutpark.com
fionnabarrington.com

Thinking about downsizing? I’ve got buyers thinking about upsizing.

Christopher Wallace Architect
TRADITIONAL RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

905-753-1122 • cwallacearchitect.com

https://www.myporthope.ca/zoning-bylaw
https://www.myporthope.ca/zoning-bylaw
https://chng.it/kHHwfzNVXs
https://chng.it/kHHwfzNVXs
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Please enrol me as a member of the Port Hope Branch 
of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. I have 
indicated below my/our applicable membership category.

Name(s):  

Address:  

Telephone:  

E-Mail:  

■ ■ Individual: $40 
■ ■ Household: $50  
■ ■ Emerging professional: $20 
■ ■ Student: $20 
■ ■ Not-for-profit corporation: $50 
■ ■ For-profit corporation: $100 
■  ■  Individual donor who has donated  

at least $1000 in the year: No fee!

■ ■ Tax Creditable Donation:     

Total Enclosed:   

■ ■  I am interested in volunteering for ACO Events. 

Please fill out this form and mail it with your cheque to:

ACO Port Hope, PO Box 563, Port Hope, ON L1A 3Z4

Or Renew Online at www.acoporthope.ca  
to Pay By Credit Card

 

 
LEE CASWELL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOOKING TO BUY
OR SELL?
Contact LEE CASWELL

Lee Caswell is an established real 
estate sales leader and a lifetime 
Northumberland County resident  

Always putting clients’ needs 
first, Lee and his team focus on 
exceeding expectations. They 
offer professionalism, integrity 
and patience while providing an 
environment where clients feel fully 
supported through every step of the 
buying and selling process.

BOSLEY REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
Located in the historic Customs House

14 Mill Street S | Port Hope, ON | L1A 2S5
905.885.0101

LeeCaswellSells@gmail.com
LeeCaswellClassicHomes.com

Membership 
Renewal Form

Online Auction 
From November 23 to December 1,  
with pick-up December 4 at the chapel (p. 2)

Virtual House Tour re-released 
Available for viewing, December 15 – January 15 (p. 3)

AGM 
(In person, we hope) February 24, 2022, 7pm (p. 1)

Major  
Upcoming  
Events

Ella’s Drapery & Decor  
has pulled back the curtain 

on something new!

We’re still your best source for 
custom window treatments, and 

now we’re also your local retail 
destination for all of your quilting, 
décor, and fashion sewing needs!

Visit our new showroom and 
boutique at 66 Elgin Street West 

in Cobourg, or find us online.

embellish.ca


