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Architectural Conservancy Ontario — Port Hope Branch  Newsletter — May 2019

Chair’s Report 

ACO Port Hope is such a high energy organization. The 
projects, and fun, never stop! On Sunday April 28th we 

celebrated 15 years of the Antiques and Artifacts Auction 
and Tag Sale. Once again, Joan Tooke and her team did 
a wonderful job offering over two thousand items going 
anywhere from $1 - $1500. Congratulations to the 100 + 
volunteers who contribute to the event throughout the year. 
Another great success. Special thanks to all who donated 
items to make this event possible. 

We can now turn our attention to the outdoors and the 
Port Hope Garden Tour taking place on June 15. Endorsed 
by ACO, funds raised by the Garden Tour are used to 
support heritage conservation projects in Port Hope. 
Tickets can be purchased at www.PHHF.ca as well as Furby 
House, Holton Flowers, Acanthus, Quinn’s Blooms and 
Johnston’s Greenhouse. 

At our AGM we welcomed two new members to our 
executive team, Marielle Lambert and Susan Layard. 
Marielle is chairing the Events and Communication 
committees and Susan is Co-chairing the Advocacy 
committee. Thank you both for taking on leadership roles 
in our organization.

Sadly, our community has suffered serious loss to 
its architectural profile. The Pier buildings have been 
demolished leaving a barren centre pier unprotected 
from the elements. And despite a yearlong campaign of 
advocacy, the Historic Hospital buildings at 65 Ward 
Street will be demolished to make way for a developer to 
consolidate their existing facilities. As conservationists 
we encouraged adaptively reusing the heritage buildings 
but were not successful. The losses are a reminder of the 
importance of Designation under the Heritage Act and 
having a Heritage Registry which lists heritage buildings 
and acts as a level of protection during development. 

The advocacy committee continues to partner with 
the municipality and has recently contributed to the 
Community Strategic Plan to include strong heritage 
statements which we hope will help differentiate Port 
Hope as a unique heritage community. 

The Architectural Tour to the South of France is filling 
up fast. There are still some tickets available but please 
book now if you are interested. The tour is capped at only 
30 participants.

I look forward to seeing everyone on August 8, at the 
annual summer BBQ at the home of Phil Carter and 
Sheilagh Fletcher.

— Julie Mavis  
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At the home of  
Sheilagh Fletcher & Phil Carter 

200 Bruton Street, Port Hope

Thursday, August 8 from 5:30 
This year’s barbecue, hosted by the ACO Port Hope Executive, will 
be held at the home of Phil & Sheilagh who have kindly agreed to 

provide their beautiful property for this event.

The barbecue is held annually to show our great appreciation & 
gratitude to our volunteers & supporters. There is no charge for 

this event; however, a donation for beverages is appreciated.

Please confirm your attendance no later than July 31.  
It is essential that we know how many are planning  

to attend so that we can properly prepare  
our food & beverage requirements.

Contact Anna Gray by email to anna.gray@sympatico.ca  
or by phone at 905 885-7949. There will be no tickets  

issued for this event. Name tags will be provided.

An ACO sign will mark the entrance on Bruton Street.  
Carpooling is strongly recommended. 

Don’t forget your lawn chairs!
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ACO Executive Committee
Executive Committee 
Chair  
Julie Mavis

Vice-Chair  
Bruce Bowden

Secretary  
Susan Carmichael

Treasurer  
Hugh Parker

Directors 
 Matt Desbarbieux, 
Anna Gray, 
Ted Holmes, 
Marielle Lambert, 
Susan Layard,  
Ian MacKay,  
Moya McPhail

Advisor  
Phil Carter
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Peter Duck, 
Sharon Hancock
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Susan Layard
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Marielle Lambert
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Marielle Lambert
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Anna Gray,  
Moya McPhail

Governance 
Ian MacKay
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Anna Gray

Newsletter,  
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Discovery Series  
Patsy Beeson

Next Gen  
Derek Hurlburt

Nominations  
Bruce Bowden

Opera House   
Julie Mavis

Projects  
Phil Carter

Scholarships  
Matt Desbarbieux

The ACO was incorporated in 1933 for the preservation 
of the best examples of architecture in the province and 

for the preservation of its places of natural beauty.

PLACE AN AD IN 
ACO MATTERS!
Why not place an advertisement in the pages of  

ACO Matters? Our readership is interested in 
buildings and their preservation, furnishing, gardens, 

and everything else connected with them. 

There are now 2 rates for advertising in ACO Matters:

Business Card Size 
Width: 3.5 in., Height: 2 in.  

$150 per year (tax included)

Square 
Width: 3.5 in., Height: 3.5 in. 
$175 per year (tax included)

Contact Patricia Beeson at pbeeson@eagle.ca. 

PROJECTS UPDATE: 

93 Mill Street N  c. 1885, Owner: David Weir

This project was to restore the original porch on this 1885 
building. The building is part of a row of attached houses. 

Their porches were all removed and replaced in the 1920s. 
The project restored the original porch based on historic 
photographs and evidence found when the 20s porch was 
removed. The porch had a decidedly Second Empire style, 
typical of the period. 
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Garden Tour    

The Port Hope Garden Tour committee requests volunteers 
for the June 15th tour from 10 to 1pm and/or 1pm to 4 pm. 

Free tickets are given to each volunteer. Please contact Victoria 
Terry at veterry@sympatico.ca or 905 885 5778. The ACO 
supports the work of the PHHF Garden Tour which raises 
funds for the restoration and conservation of our built heritage.

The Little Station    

At last the Little Station has a permanent home: on Lent Lane, 
where it belongs! With lots of help from Phil Goldsmith 

and Steve Henderson and many other ACO volunteers it is 
now the home of Critical Mass Art Group. We hope you will 
contribute to the cost of moving and rehabilitating this lovely 
historical building. By contributing $20.00 or more you will 
receive a tax receipt. Write cheques to ACO Port Hope Branch 
and mark “Little Station” on the cheque. Send to ACO Port 
Hope P.O. Box 563, Port Hope, ON. L1A 3Z4.

DISCOVERY LECTURE:

The Heritage  
of Hamilton Township
Tuesday, October 22nd,  
Port Hope Library. Doors Open 7pm

For the past three years, long-time ACO member and 
architectural writer Tom Cruickshank has been hard 

at work creating an inventory of historic buildings for the 
Township of Hamilton. For the first time, the township next 
door to Port Hope will have its own archive of its heritage 
architecture: farmhouses, barns, churches and bridges. It's 
material that the local heritage committee needs to do its job, 
but it's also a record for posterity. In his research, Tom has 
uncovered some interesting local patterns in architecture — 
ever hear of a Camborne cottage? — and he has uncovered 
some remarkable personal stories too… Tom has prepared an 
illustrated lecture that chronicles the best of Hamilton Township 
architecture with some of its more interesting anecdotes.

$20 ACO members, $25 non-members, includes wine and nibbles. 
Make out cheque to ACO Port Hope’Hamilton’ and mail or deliver 
to : Helen Kucey, 24 Harris St., Port Hope, L1A 4G6. WE MUST 
HAVE your email and phone #. Do not omit them. For inquiries call 
905.373.4512 or preferably email pbeeson@eagle.ca.

YOU ARE INVITED 
TO EXPERIENCE

COUNTRY GARDENS

PORT HOPE GARDEN TOUR
JUNE 15, 2019

Beautiful

Relish the scents of peonies blooming, walk through
a labyrinth, admire sculptures, delight in parterred

vegetables, enjoy the extravagance of colour, 
feel the formality of design, the freedom of a 
butterfly haven and relax in these amazing 

landscapes on a spring day.

Tickets -$25.00
www.phhf.ca

Ticket Outlets
Port Hope

Holton Flowers – 62 Walton St.
Furby House Books – 65 Walton St.

Acanthus – 46 John St.

Cobourg
Quinns Blooms –277 Division St.

Peterborough
Johnston’s Greenhouse – 871 Crawford Dr.

Info: 905 885-7929

Funds raised by the Port Hope Garden Tour 
will support the ongoing work of the Port Hope 

Heritage Foundation for the restoration, rehabilitation 
and conservation of our built heritage.
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FRANCE TOUR 

Only a few spots left  
— Don’t miss out!

PORT HOPE ARCHITECTURAL TOUR

SOUTHERN 
FRANCE 

HERITAGE

Wednesday October 16 – 
Tuesday, October 29, 2019 

(14 Days)

A 14-day tour of Southern France featuring superb 
landscapes, architectural landmarks, regional 

gastronomic specialties and regional wines. Escorted 
by Garry Burns, a career educator and seasoned 

traveller. Garry has toured 75 countries around the 
world, some favourites like France, several times

This EXCLUSIVE tour is limited to 30 persons.

Tour cost from Toronto:

$4,895
Contact Pauwels Travel to book 

this trip of a lifetime! 

tours@pauwelstravel.com www.pauwelstravel.com

(519) 753 2695

MOYA MCPHAIL

D E S I G NM

P 905.797.2424     C 416.457.1205     moya@eagle.ca
www.moyamcphaildesign.com

Christopher Wallace Architect
TRADITIONAL RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

905-753-1122 • cwallacearchitect.com
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Algonquin College, Perth — By Matt Desbarbieux

Algonquin College has an auxiliary campus in the beautiful small town of Perth 
which offers two incredible building courses: Heritage Carpentry and Millwork, 

and Heritage and Traditional Masonry. ACO Port Hope and the AK Sculthorpe 
Scholarship have enabled numerous local students to attend these rewarding courses. 
Graduates tend to go on to very successful careers in highly diverse fields, some in 
Northumberland and others across Canada and in Europe. 

Unfortunately, just as the need for skilled workers in the heritage industries is at an all 
time high, the Masonry course has been cancelled and the Heritage Carpentry course is 
at risk. These trades are vital to the longevity of our heritage buildings. 

The AK Sculthorpe Scholarship is still available to anyone from Northumberland 
County hoping to pursue an education in the heritage field. If interested, please contact 
me. (Matt Desbarbieux – mattdesbarbieux@gmail.com)

Recently I spoke with current Algonquin students about my own career and how the 
Heritage Carpentry course had influenced it. 

Why did you decide to enroll  
in Heritage Carpentry? 
I would love to design and build my own home 
one day, and I have a particular interest in timber 
frames - so that's what initially sparked the idea.

What previous education have you had? 
I am a graduate of several programs from 
Algonquin College including Architectural 
Technician, Kitchen & Bath Design, Construction 
Management and Commercial Estimating.

Do you have any awards/certificates/etc? 
Over the last couple of years I have received 
three design awards at the NKBA's (National 
Kitchen and Bath Association) Ottawa Chapter 
Design Excellence Awards. I have also had a 
couple of designs make finalist at the GOHBA 
(Greater Ottawa Homebuilder's Association) 
Awards as well. 

What has been your favourite/most rewarding 
project in the program? 
I'm not sure I could pick any specific project 
because they were all rewarding in their own 
way. We all built small double-hung windows 
before Christmas, and I think that was the first 
project I was super proud of. I also got to try 
out curved work with a partner, doing bent 
laminations for a handrail on a spiral staircase 
as well as on a circular-headed double-hung 
window. 

What challenges have you faced  
in the program? 
Having little to no experience working hands-on, 

taking this program was a challenge in itself. 
My only prior experience would have been a 
couple of shop classes I took in high school. 
I wasn't super proud of any projects until the 
second year when my joinery started fitting 
better. I think the supporting nature of the 
professors and classmates in the program 
definitely helped make the hard days easier. 
I was always encouraged to learn from past 
experiences and improve my skills with each 
new project.

What sort of skills, besides woodworking, 
does the program teach you? 
Number one would be patience; patience 
for yourself, for dealing with conflicting 
personalities, or for working out a challenging 
detail. Besides that, it definitely taught me to 
appreciate some finer details you come across 
in older homes/buildings- the history and 
reasoning behind why things were built the 
way they were.

Who would you recommend take  
the Heritage Carpentry program? 
Anyone interested in pursuing a career in 
construction or who has a passion for older 
buildings.

Where do you see yourself going after  
you have finished the program?  
I'm not really sure where I’ll end up.  I've got 
so many options it's a little overwhelming 
to think about which path I want to take. I 
currently work as a designer at a renovation 
company in Ottawa.

I also briefly interviewed Bailey Delanty, just finishing her final year of Heritage 
Carpentry. Below you’ll see some illustrations of projects the students undertake, 
some individual and others involving group effort. Bailey and Steve Hynes 
undertook the spiral staircase and circular headed window projects together.
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Fionna Barrington
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

fionna@chestnutpark.com fionnabarrington.com

905-800-0321

Knowledge, 
Integrity, Trust.
CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE

Scenes from the AGM 
– Photos by Matt Desbarbieux
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Introducing Our Newest Committee – NextGen!

The Port Hope ACO NextGen committee is a group of young professionals living in the area, whose object is to promote positive 
attitudes towards heritage preservation in the town among our peers. Our goal is to provide clear, concise information on new 

and emerging heritage issues via social media and to encourage social engagement via quarterly open forums at which newcomers 
can ask questions about the heritage community in which we live. As a new committee we thought it might be worthwhile to 
introduce our founding members through a series of short bios.

My name is Derek Hurlburt. I was raised in Port Hope and 
have always had a passion for the wonderful heritage this 
town holds.  Not only in its heritage homes and buildings but 
in its rich cultural heritage landscapes as well.  My passion 
is preservation and adaptive re-use of heritage buildings and 
structures.  My partner and I recently purchased a designated 
property on the main street that has been adapted to many uses 
over its 175 years. I find it fascinating what can be accomplished 
with an "outside the box" attitude and a little bit of creativity.  I 
would like to help others see this vision and attempt to remove 
some of the negative stigma around the words "it's designated".  
This should be a positive thing! I have served on the board 
for the Friends of Wesleyville Village who are undertaking a 
massive project restoring the few remaining buildings of what 
was once "downtown" Wesleyville, Ontario. Working toward the 
goal of creating a community hub for Lakeshore road residents 
with the restoration efforts of the FOWV was a very inspiring 
experience.  I hope to channel my passion in the NextGen 
committee through education and inclusion of "the next 
generation". My door is always open.

My name is Lyndsey Sneddon and I moved to Port Hope with 
my partner a little over a year ago. With both our backgrounds 
in architecture, we were naturally drawn to the town for its 
historic downtown core and beautiful period housing stock. We 
quickly found ourselves at home here, renovating and restoring 
a century home. I work with heritage firm, ERA architects out 
of Toronto. This role has given me the opportunity to explore 
my own interest in adaptive re-use across many iconic heritage 
structures within the city. I look forward to engaging with the 
ACO and contributing some of that knowledge to projects within 
the organisation.

My name is Chris Boot. I have been in the trades, 
predominantly in the field of restoration, for 7 years. I began 
working for local contracting companies performing skilled 
duties on jobs from window restoration and reproduction 
to masonry restoration, as well as small to medium general 
restoration. I am the owner of Historic Brick Company, a Port 
Hope based masonry restoration contractor which, over the last 
few years, has become a reputable and trusted provider in the 
area. We are continuing to grow into historic drafting, consulting, 
and window reproduction while maintaining our masonry base.

Over the Fence!

Meet our neighbours to the West: ACO Clarington
– Tracey Ali, Branch President, ACO Clarington

Clarington is a large municipality and includes Courtice, 
Bowmanville, Newcastle, Newtonville, Orono and many 

small hamlets. But we're a small branch, only ten years old, 
of about 15 members most of whom work full time or are 
very involved volunteering for community organizations, 
churches, etc., so we only meet four times a year plus our AGM 
in September. We don’t publish a newsletter but we do have a 
Facebook page. 

We often partner with the local museum, Clarington Heritage 
Committee and Newcastle Village District Historical Society to 
work on heritage issues. At two of our downtown festivals we 
have a booth to promote our annual Doors Open event, support 
the Jury Lands Foundation with our Ehrenwort trail walking 
tours at the POW Camp 30 property and we like to educate 
the public on the importance of saving heritage buildings and 
natural spaces. 

Our latest project is trying to save a 200 year old copper 
beech tree, the Fletcher tree, which is on vacant land that will 
be developed in the near future. We've been in contact with the 
Clarington Heritage Committee to investigate the possibility of 

getting the tree designated. Our new ACO Clarington Heritage 
Tree Preservation sub-committee is researching our options to 
save it.

DOORS OPEN CLARINGTON, Saturday June 8th.
This will be our tenth year of running the event (every year 
of our existence) and our DOC planning committee has been 
meeting regularly to plan the big 10th anniversary tour 
for this year. It's a free one day event, run and organized by 
volunteers with operating costs paid from financial donations 
from the Municipality and local corporate sponsors. We hope to 
have 15 sites open to the public on June 8th. This year we are 
highlighting some of our many local agri-businesses. All the sites 
are east of Bowmanville — an easy drive for our Port Hope 
counterparts. So we invite you all on June 8th to drive west to 
tour some amazing agricultural businesses and some private 
homes too.  
www.doorsopenclarington.wordpress.com. See you there!
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Port Hope Garden Tour
Saturday, June 15 (p. 3)

ACO Summer Barbecue
Thursday, August 8 (p. 1)

Port Hope House Tour
Saturday, October 5

The Heritage of Hamilton Township (lecture)
Tuesday, October 22 (p. 3) Membership Renewal Form

Please enrol me as a member of the Port Hope Branch 
of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. I have 
indicated below my/our applicable membership category.

Name(s):  

Address:  

Telephone:  

E-Mail:  

 Individual Member – $35:  

 Household Membership – $40:  

 Corporation – $60:  

 Student Membership – $12:  

 Tax Creditable Donation:  

 Total Enclosed:   

■   I am interested in volunteering for ACO Events. 

Please fill out this form and mail it with your cheque to:

ACO Port Hope, PO Box 563, Port Hope, ON  L1A 3Z4

Major  
Upcoming  
Events

 

 
LEE CASWELL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOOKING TO BUY
OR SELL?
Contact LEE CASWELL

Lee Caswell is an established real 
estate sales leader and a lifetime 
Northumberland County resident  

Always putting clients’ needs 
first, Lee and his team focus on 
exceeding expectations. They 
offer professionalism, integrity 
and patience while providing an 
environment where clients feel fully 
supported through every step of the 
buying and selling process.

BOSLEY REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
Located in the historic Customs House

14 Mill Street S | Port Hope, ON | L1A 2S5
905.885.0101

LeeCaswellSells@gmail.com
LeeCaswellClassicHomes.com

Dee McGee & Tina Hubicki
SALES REPRESENTATIVES

DEE: 905.800.1103 
TINA: 905.376.5558 
OFFICE: 905.800.0321

Experience with 
   a fresh approach.

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE

Important message from our Membership Chair:
If you haven’t yet renewed for 2019, NOW would be a 
good time! Either by filling in the form below, or visiting 
www.acoporthope.ca

If you neglected, members dear / To pay your dues on Jan’ry one 
Then do it quickly or we fear / Anna’s gonna get her gun!

Takedanger Design works with small businesses, 
arts, entertainment and cultural organizations, 

and non-profit groups to create visual 
communication and marketing  

that resonates and inspires.

Ted Rouse • Owner, Director, Designer
ted@takedanger.com • Port Hope, ON

www.takedanger.com


