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Architectural Conservancy Ontario — Port Hope Branch  Newsletter — December 2020

Chair’s Report 

Hello! There are several topics that I would like to bring 
to your attention.

The most pleasant one is the wonderful job that The 
Antiques and Artifacts Auction co-chairs and committee 
members did with the September on-line auction. Sharon 
Hancock and Peter Duck deserve much credit for how 
smoothly the items are presented to us, the prospective 
buyers; through social Media, our audience has been 
growing. Through their hard work and dedication, 
$10,000 was raised. I hope you have enjoyed this month’s 
successful auction as well. Thank you to all!

A topic very close to the hearts or our executive 
members is the issue about restoration of original windows 
or their replacements on heritage buildings. Our Advocacy 
Committee wants the Municipality to have a policy 
about wooden windows. Recently, on a prominent corner 
building in the downtown core, against the advice of both 
the Town’s Heritage Committee and the Town’s Planning 
Department, Council voted in favour of the owner’s wish 
to install vinyl ones. That single decision threatens to 
become the standard solution for the business Heritage 
District unless standards are adopted so that Council 
and its advisors have adjudication criteria in place. Using 
Canadian university research, the featured lecture of this 
fall’s ACO AGM demonstrated clear evidence that the 
retention of original wooden windows is both the lasting 
and the “green” solution. However, marketing appeals 
from distributers can be as relentless as their brochures 
are glossy. Port Hope needs a policy framework for 
adjudicating this matter when its responsibility to sustain 
heritage criteria will again meet owners’ appeals.

Another important topic is the Penryn Park Heritage 
Impact Assessment. I have read four submissions 
researched and composed independently from ACO 
members, two from the executive. Ruth Redelmeier 
researched and composed a detailed historical quest: in my 
view, quite remarkable citizenship and proof that the town 
was wise to undertake this review. The arguments that we 
developed overlap significantly, just as one might expect 
for such an important and large property that intentionally 
integrated cultural and natural features of this landscape, 
including both the Wood that became the protected 
and undisturbed entrance to Penryn Park, and the golf 
course that the King family commissioned in 1900. Three 
important homes were built by the Williams family: 
Penryn Homestead in 1831, Penryn Park in 1859, and 
Idalia in 1869, each of different styles, each an innovative 
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building at the time. That the significance and beauty of 
Penryn Park’s design and its setting was understood can 
be seen in the King family’s close-by billiard house that 
carefully echoed several of its features. There have been 
losses created by the estate’s separation from Lakeshore 
Road and trimming of the borders of the Wood, but the 
remainder is both unique and precious. This is a cross-
roads.

You should also be aware that ACO Central has passed 
a new membership policy, starting in January, 2021, 
raising the individual membership from $35 to $40, 
with an additional fee of $10 for each added member of 
a household. Other organizations with similar goals and 
values, are also provided with membership opportunities. 
Recently, our branch has had some problems through our 
Paypal account in accessing the funds of memberships 
from members of our chapter that were renewed on 
line with their credit cards. I would ask that you use the 
renewal form in this newsletter, along with a cheque (made 
out to ACO Port Hope) in order to ensure that the funds 
from your renewal, or from a donation, are available to 
both ACO Ontario and our branch, as per the policy’s 
terms. Hopefully, this is a temporary measure, until the 
first few months of the New Year.

Our newsletter goes out just when last year, we met for 
our annual Christmas party in the grand surroundings 
of Idalia. While all of us will miss greeting each other in 
person this year, perhaps there now can be genuine hope 
for a grand outdoor bash this summer. Meantime I’d like 
to wish you all a very happy Christmas, and I think we’re 
all looking forward to a brighter 2021!
—  Bruce Bowden  

Chair, ACO Port Hope
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The ACO was incorporated in 1933 
for the preservation of the best 
examples of architecture in the 

province and for the preservation  
of its places of natural beauty.

From Kae Elgie,  
our Provincial Chair

Thanks for the invitation 
to bring greetings from 

the ACO Board of Directors. 
I’m so fortunate that I was 
able to meet your branch 
Executive in person last 
February — the night before 
VIA was shut down by the 
Tyendinaga blockade, and 
six weeks before COVID-19 
shut everything down. The 
ACO Port Hope branch 
resilience in finding 
creative ways to carry on 
fundraising, education, and 
advocacy work truly inspires 
us all.

For those I haven’t yet met, I come from an ACO branch 
background: I was on the executive of ACO North Waterloo 
Region for our branch’s eight-year maximum term, including 
four years as treasurer and three as branch president. 
Concerned when I attended ACO’s 2014 Annual General 
Meeting and there were no audited financial statements and 
no treasurer’s report, I started attending ACO Board meetings 
(then called Provincial Council) and got involved in the 
Organizational and Operational Review which recommended 
ACO drastically improve its administration by hiring a Chief 
Operating Officer. So I’m greatly relieved that ACO has 
survived the latest Canada Revenue Agency audit and expects 
to retain its charitable status from a helpful Compliance 
Agreement. We still have work to do, to maintain the good 
procedures we have started, and to work with CRA on how 
to legitimately — in CRA’s eyes — award heritage property 
restoration grants and scholarships. ACO Port Hope members 
have been a great help in the process so far and, like me, are 
eager to get these important grant details sorted out.

As someone who enjoyed and believed in local heritage 
conservation advocacy, I struggle to know how best the 
provincial organization can assist and support local advocacy 
and education work. ACO is a small organization. At present 
our provincial policy and advocacy work is done entirely by 
volunteers, with some logistical support from ACO staff. We 
have an excellent Policy Committee, chaired by the award-
winning Dan Schneider, who are geniuses at analyzing and 
critiquing proposed government policy changes. Earlier this 
year, recognizing that bright ideas alone won’t make things 
better for heritage conservation in Ontario, the Board formed 
a Government and Community Relations Committee. I 
appeared twice before the Standing Committee on Finance 
and Economic Affairs’ special hearings into the impact of 

Any Nominations for  
New ACO Executive Members?

A Nominating Committee has been established to prepare 
a slate of Director nominees for presentation and election 

at the Annual General Meeting on Thursday, February 18. 
Anyone interested in serving on the ACO Executive Committee 
should contact Ian MacKay at ian_mackay@rogers.com before 
December 15. If you would like to join one of our Committees 
or our list of Volunteers, please call 905-885-7929 anytime and 
leave a message.

Chair, continued on page 3 →
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IN THE HEART OF THE HERITAGE DISTRICT
126 Walton Street, Port Hope, Ontario

COVID-19 on the Tourism and Culture sectors. Out of these 
presentations grew a request from MPP David Piccini for 
suggestions on how to incentivize the reuse of downtown 
heritage buildings as affordable housing, and then a 
roundtable discussion of ACO’s suggestions with mayors and 
planners in Piccini’s Northumberland-Peterborough South 
riding and members of ACO Port Hope and ACO Cobourg & 
Northumberland East. 

We need some political strategists in this group, people 
with experience forming relationships with decision 
makers, people who understand how provincial politics 
and government relations work. If this sounds like you, or 
someone you know, please be in touch. 

Meanwhile, if you ever worked at or visited Ontario Place, 
please help ACO ensure that its “redevelopment” by the 
Ontario government does not destroy its iconic architecture 
and landscape. Click here http://www.futureofontarioplace.
org to send a letter to Premier Ford and Heritage Minister 
Lisa MacLeod. And please add your Ontario Place story to 
The Future of Ontario Place website that ACO, University of 
Toronto School of Architecture and Landscape Design, and 
World Monuments Fund have built.  
www.futureofontarioplace.org

–  Kae Elgie 
Chair, ACO Board of Directors

PLACE AN AD IN 
ACO MATTERS!

Why not place an advertisement in the pages of  
ACO Matters? Our readership is interested in 

buildings and their preservation, furnishing, gardens, 
and everything else connected with them. 

Contact Patricia Beeson at pbeeson@eagle.ca. 

Our Next Gen’s  
Very Newest 
Next Gen

We are delighted to introduce 
the ACO Port Hope’s very 

newest member, Morley Calver 
Hurlburt, daughter of Derek and 
Jade, born September 21, 2020 at 
10:43pm. Weighing 8lbs 3oz she is 
an absolute delight and Mom and Dad couldn’t be more smitten. 
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Phil Carter,  
ACO Lifetime Achievements Award

We are very proud to announce 
that this year’s recipient of the Eric 
Arthur Lifetime Achievement Award, 
which recognizes an outstanding 
contribution to the Heritage 
Conservation Movement in Ontario, 
goes to Phillip Carter. Carter, award-
winning architect, urban planner 
and heritage consultant, has designed 
more than 60 libraries and has overseen numerous heritage 
conservation projects, many in our own town. His contributions 
to ACO and to the preservation of Ontario’s heritage are beyond 
measure. To quote Leslie Thomas, ACO past President and one 
of the three people who nominated Carter for this award, “Phil 
designs buildings and oversees restorations that synthesize the 
architectural signifiers of local heritage and community hope.” 
Our very warmest congratulations go to him. 

Stephen Henderson,  
Next Gen Award

At Port Hope’s historic edge sit two 
estates of the Williams family, the first, 
Penryn Homestead (1829), and for the 
son, Penryn Park (1857). The latter 
is a picturesque-designed grouping 
of Designated Heritage buildings 
overlooking the lake on the hill’s crest. 
After the King family purchased this 
property in 1894, they retained its buildings for the family, but 
in 1900, they developed the Penryn Park Golf Course to the 
south and west . They also brought to Ontario a 16-year-old Irish 
girl, Mary Rose, to assist with childcare. As her duties changed, 
they built a small cottage at the rear of the estate, at a distance 
from her work where Rose raised her own family. Located at 
the golf course entrance, the cottage became a landmark. To 
the extended family, it was known as Rose’s Cottage; to others, 
simply Rose Cottage: its personal name suiting the real-life 
doll’s house that the 15-year-old daughter, Winnifred King, had 
designed.

By chance in May, 2019, an ACO member saw a demolition 
permit on the cottage. A quick note alerted the Mayor, 
temporary solutions were discussed, but the deed was done, for 
the permit had been issued. Despite the Mayor’s moral suasion, 
the only leeway from the developer was a brief delay if it could 
be moved. With no white knight, all seemed lost, until on a 
Friday afternoon the Chapter posted the news on its website 
and Facebook that the building would be gone on Monday. 
An outcry erupted about this action and for previous losses 
of mature trees nearby. Stephen Henderson stepped forward 
– a daring act. At an emergency meeting of management, 
developer, and ACO, chaired by a Councillor, Stephen offered 

This Year Port Hope had two ACO Award Winners!
to accept ownership for $1, provided the house could be parked 
temporarily on the nearby park. Stephen had already assisted 
with the Farley Mowat memorial, the mounting of ACO’s Barn 
Quilts, and the relocation and revival of “Little Station.”

After hurried work on a new bylaw, the move’s first phase 
began, but not before the windows disappeared. Then, Stephen 
had to find a scarce lot, develop designs, obtain permits, and 
arrange for the move with lowered hydro lines. On December’s 
coldest day, Rose’s Cottage slowly trundled along the town’s 
streets to its new location in a heritage area where it is being 
restored and enlarged.
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An Eight-sided House for Health and Happiness:

The Octagon In Context by 
Jackie Tinson

Fowler was a theology student in Amherst, N.Y. until 
phrenology caught his attention. He gave up a career in the 

church and became a practitioner of phrenology, lecturing 
across America and Canada. As an extension of his 
philosophy he was attracted to the idea of affordable, 
comfortable housing for the working classes, 
believing context to be crucial to health and 
happiness. He thought it possible to design 
a house that could be built by anyone who 
possessed “inhabitiveness” (love of home) 
and “constructiveness” (ability to build). 
He despised Greek Revival  houses with 
their “finified carvings and cornicings”. 
Their pitched roofs, he asserted, were 
expensive to build and resulted in “hot 
bedrooms”, and their right-angled corners 
were a pointless waste of interior space: 
“The nearer to spherical our houses are, 
the more inside room for the outside wall, 
besides being more comfortable” (i.e. easier 
to heat). He believed a sphere, a shape 
found in nature, was conducive to mental 
well-being, “Men’s habitations correspond with 
their characteristics” and “the latter can safely be 
predicted from the former”. He found the Neo-classical 
house (rectangular with wings) “doubly objectionable” 
because of the ratio of exterior wall to floor area. He settled 
for the octagon. Round structures are difficult to build but 
Victorian builders were familiar with 135° corners because of 
the popularity of the bay window. Fowler would have seen eight-
sided Dutch Reformed churches in New York State built by early 
Dutch settlers, and other examples of octagons, like Thomas 
Jefferson’s private retreat, Poplar Forest, in Virginia (1806), 
existed. Fowler, however, claimed originality.

For economy, walls were to be constructed of a kind of 
cement made from a wet mixture of sand, gravel and mortar 
poured into forms on site. Fowler called this the grout wall. 

Although the octagon was a short-lived craze, the grout (or 
gravel) wall was widely adopted and the technique developed 
into modern concrete. Interior walls were plastered, and 
exterior walls stuccoed and scored to imitate cut stone. Fowler 
embedded ducts for heating and ventilation (and speaking 
tubes) within the walls as the cement was poured. 

The middle of the 19th century in North America was a time of innovation and change with 
increasing industrialization, the coming of the railway, and political turmoil over the issue of slavery. 
Talk was of the new discipline of psychology, social reform (including dress reform i.e. anti-lacing), 
hygiene and sanitation. People were experimenting with spiritualism, vegetarianism, and temperance. 
Novelty was also sought in architecture with Greek Revival fast falling out of fashion. Enter Orson 
Squire Fowler (1809-1887) whose book, The Octagon House: A Home for All, 1848, promoted the idea 
of the eight-sided house. Fowler was not an architect, yet his book had an impact on architectural 
design across the United States, Canada, England and parts of Europe throughout the 1850s and 60s.

Barrett’s Octagon (1856)  
on Martha Street in Port Hope

Octagon, continued on page 6 →
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→ Octagon, continued from page 5

A central (often circular to 
limit hall and landing space) 
staircase ending at a large 
cupola created a conduit for 
fresh air and light. Fowler 
thought the cupola a place 
whither a man could withdraw 
to escape the family and 
find some peace and quiet, 
a sentiment impolitic to 
express today. However, he 
did recommend a “gymnastic 
room” for women, as well as 
a “dancing room” because 
“mankind are [sic] dying 
off like diseased sheep, in 
consequence of pure ennui”. 

He also recommended 
including a W.C., (“under the 
stairs is just the place for one”). It was not intended for everyday 
use, however, but “only in cases of special need, the one generally 
used being outside, as usual.” He added that the question of 
whether to include this feature should not be discussed with 
“squeamish maidens and fastidious beaux”. Surprising that the 
idea of an indoor privy could be distasteful at the time, although 
perhaps it was the mechanics that were distasteful. The W.C. was 
designed to drain through a shaft down one of the chimneys into 
a receiving box in the basement. 

Each room had a ventilator, open at both the top and bottom 
with registers to control the flow of air. The shafts were to be 
carried to the top of the house where they could be exhausted 
under the eaves between the rafters and “the bad air cast out of 
the building”. (Miasmatic theory was current until late in the 
19th century.) Bedrooms were to be as large as possible because 
waking up in small rooms made a person feel “dull, stupid, 
oppressed, yawny, lax, and all unstrung in body and mind 
because you breathe your air over and over again”. 

Rooms were squared off with the pie shaped angles made 
into cupboards. Quirky to note that although phrenology was 
used to justify slavery and support white supremacy, Fowler, a 
prominent proponent of the pseudo-science, designed a house 
where room angles could handily be used to create “cupboards 
within cupboards” (reminiscent of the priest holes built into 
English country houses during religious persecution under 
Elizabeth 1st) to hide runaway slaves moving north on the 
underground railway. A house in Yellow Springs, Ohio, still has 
its double cupboards. 

Fowler wanted to make use of every inch of the house and 
recommended the kitchen and dining room be located in the 
(raised) basement. Few builders followed this advice and kitchen 
wings were often added as extensions. He favoured wrap-around 
verandas on all floors, but most were one-storey and built across 
only three of the eight sides. 

Although his stated purpose was to design a type of affordable 
housing, the style worked best in large buildings and most 

octagons were commissioned by the affluent. Fowler’s own house 
in Fishkill, N.Y. (“Fowler’s Folly”) was very grand. Three storeys 
in height with four verandas, it had sixty rooms and a twenty-
foot glass domed octagonal cupola. Oddly it had no interior (let 
alone central) stair, because he wanted, he said, to maximize 
room size. Rooms were accessed from the verandas. Although 
at first glance Fowler’s octagonal design appears limiting, it has 
been interpreted in a surprising variety of ways. In 1857 Fowler 
suffered a financial reversal, forcing him to let the house to 
tenants and retire to a farm. By 1880 the house was derelict and 
in 1897 it was condemned and razed. Fowler had died in 1887.

The staircase in Barrett’s Octagon 
with cupola just visible above, and 

rooms leading off the landing. (The 
stair is walnut and said to have 

been shipped from England.)

An early lithograph of Orson Fowler’s own house 
(“Fowler’s Folly”), built between 1848-1853

Octagon, continued on page 7 →

There have been four octagons in Port Hope, two of which 
remain. Ian Montagnes (Port Hope: A History, 2007) records 
that two octagonal school houses were built in 1853. The one on 
McCaul Street burned down shortly afterwards, and the one on 
Little Hope Street was razed in 1873 when a new school went up 
a couple of blocks away. Of the two that remain, the miniature 
brick octagon on Bruton Street oozes charm, while the Martha 
Street octagon, built in 1856 by mill owner William Barrett, is 
acknowledged as the finest example in Ontario. It’s a classic of 
the genre, with stuccoed exterior, basement kitchen and dining 
room, circular stair, cupola, and two-storey veranda. Part of 
the original summer kitchen which was built as an extension 
but accessed directly from the basement, now forms garaging 
for the owner’s collection of classic cars. The house is spacious 
(4,100 square feet) with room flowing into room off the staircase 
landing. To add to its glamour, it’s haunted. When Kay and Paul 
Wilson took possession forty odd years ago, their mover refused 
to enter the house saying he felt negative energy emanating from 
it. He left their belongings at the front door. Since then they have 
found their granddaughter talking to a woman she called Mary 
who was invisible to everyone else. And they have identified a 
spot in the living room which people with paranormal sensitivity 
have found unnerving. An early glass negative shows this to be 
the spot where the body of Philip Passy, the second owner of the 
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Online Auction

2020 has presented some significant and unique challenges 
to fundraising in all sectors. The Antiques & Artifacts 

committee in Port Hope, Ontario, has risen to the task by 
running online fundraising auction sales that, as of October 
2020, had raised over $17,000 in support of ACO work in 
this region. Committee co-chairs, Peter Duck and Sharon 
Hancock, and team members, Heather Burnet, John 
Matthew, Iris Vermeulen, Bernie Morin, Colin James, Olga 
Cwiek, Will Ryan, Lyndsey Sneddon Felicity Corelli, and 
Mary Lou Ellis, as well as a number of volunteers and our 
student, Isaac, have all worked incredibly hard through this 
very difficult time to fund projects that conserve our shared 
architectural history. Stay safe, everyone, and see you in the 
new year! – Sharon Hancock 

Christopher Wallace Architect
TRADITIONAL RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

905-753-1122 • cwallacearchitect.com

 

 
LEE CASWELL
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LOOKING TO BUY
OR SELL?
Contact LEE CASWELL

Lee Caswell is an established real 
estate sales leader and a lifetime 
Northumberland County resident  

Always putting clients’ needs 
first, Lee and his team focus on 
exceeding expectations. They 
offer professionalism, integrity 
and patience while providing an 
environment where clients feel fully 
supported through every step of the 
buying and selling process.

BOSLEY REAL ESTATE LTD., BROKERAGE
Located in the historic Customs House

14 Mill Street S | Port Hope, ON | L1A 2S5
905.885.0101

LeeCaswellSells@gmail.com
LeeCaswellClassicHomes.com

A Call for Copy

We’re always looking for new writers with fresh ideas, so 
if you have an idea for an article that would interest our 

readership bearing on Port Hope, its architecture, history and 
connected subjects, we’d love to hear from you. 

Contact Patsy Beeson at pbeeson@eagle.ca.

The charming brick Octagon on Bruton Street

→ Octagon, continued from page 6

house, was laid out in his coffin. (One of the Passy women was 
named Mary.) This writer lingered on the spot hoping to feel 
some sort of vibe and was disappointed when she felt none. 
She did, however, find the ambience of the house felicitous in 
its roundness and, yes, she did have a sense of well-being. Paul 
says lights go on and off at odd times during the night, but he 
hesitates to get up to investigate, not knowing quite whom he 
might meet. – Jackie Tinson 
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To Be or Not To Be? 
How will the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune affect our calendar? We simply cannot 
know if or when any of our usual events will 
take place or in what form, so we ask you simply 
to keep ears to the ground. We’ll let you know 
just as soon as we can

Major  
Upcoming  
Events

Membership Renewal Form
Please enrol me as a member of the Port Hope Branch 
of the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. I have 
indicated below my/our applicable membership category.

Name(s):  

Address:  

Telephone:  

E-Mail:  

 Individual Member – $35:  

 Household Membership – $40:  

 Corporation – $60:  

 Student Membership – $12:  

 Tax Creditable Donation:  

 Total Enclosed:   

■ ■   I am interested in volunteering for ACO Events. 

Please fill out this form and mail it with your cheque to:

ACO Port Hope, PO Box 563, Port Hope, ON  L1A 3Z4

Please Renew your Membership! 
On January 1 of ‘21

Your Membership comes due
So don’t dismay dear Madam Gray – 

Renew, renew, renew! 

Dee McGee
sales representative

Dir 289 251 6662
Off  905 885 1508
deemcgee@royallepage.ca
www.mcgees.ca

Drapery | Blinds | Shutters | Valances 
Fabric | Upholstery | Bedding | Rugs

Book your consultation today!

Warm up your 
windows for winter! 


